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Sample	
	

	
COURSE	SYLLABUS	

	
	
	

	
I. The	Culminating	Honors	Experience	

The	mission	of	the	Judy	Genshaft	Honors	College	(Honors	College)	is	to	develop	
tomorrow's	leaders	by	providing	first-rate	educational	opportunities	to	the	most	highly	
motivated,	intellectually	curious,	and	academically	accomplished	students	at	USF.	For	this	
reason,	the	Honors	College	aims	for	you	to	develop	an	independent	identity	as	a	citizen	
scholar:	a	producer	of	knowledge	with	beneficial	societal	impact.	
	
A	key	objective	of	the	thesis	experience	is	to	expose	you	to	the	kind	of	mentoring	
relationship	you	might	experience	in	graduate	school.	Thus,	your	most	important	
activities	will	be	the	development	and	maintenance	of	a	meaningful	working	relationship	
with	your	thesis	chair.	
	
Where	to	Direct	Questions	
	

Thesis	Process	(Course	Director)	&	
Thesis	Permits	
Atsuko	Sakai,	M.	Arch.	Assoc.	AIA,	
LEED	BD+C	(asakai@honors.usf.edu)		
Instructor,	Honors	College	(ALN	262)	
	
Thesis	Content	&	Direction	
Faculty	thesis	chair	
	
Degree	Works	&	Course	Requirements	
Assigned	Honors	College	advisor	

Brainstorming	&	Ideation	–	Honors	College	Faculty	
Michael	C.	Cross,	Ph.D.	(mcross5@usf.edu)	
Lindy	Davidson,	Ph.D.	(lindyd@honors.usf.edu)		
Andrew	Hargrove,	Ph.D.	(awhargrove@usf.edu)	
Ulluminair	Salim,	Ph.D.	(usalim@honors.usf.edu)	
Holly	Singh,	Ph.D.	(hdsingh@honors.usf.edu)	
Catherine	Wilkins,	Ph.D.	(cjwilkins@honors.usf.edu)	
Benjamin	Young,	Ph.D.	(bsyoung2@honors.usf.edu)	

	 	 	 	
Instructor	of	Record:		 	 Semester	&	Year:		 	
Office	Number:		 	 	 	
Phone	Number:		 	 	 	
E-Mail:		 	 	 	
Office	Hours:	 By	appointment Credit	Hours:	 3	per	Semester	
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Integrative	&	Applied	Learning	

	(High	Impact	Practice)	
	

Honors	Thesis	
Original	Project	

Research	•	Creative	Project	•	Performance	
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II. General	Education	Statement	
This	course	is	part	of	the	University	of	South	Florida's	Enhanced	General	Education	
Curriculum.	It	is	certified	for	Integrative	&	Applied	Learning:	High	Impact	Practice.	
Students	enrolled	in	this	course	will	be	asked	to	participate	in	the	USF	General	Education	
assessment	effort.	This	will	involve	submitting	copies	of	writing	assignments	for	review	via	
Canvas. 
	

III. University	Course	Description	
Development	of	an	interdisciplinary	thesis	under	the	direction	of	a	mentor.	Students	
produce	an	original	project	such	as	a	scholarly	paper,	design	project,	performance,	
portfolio,	or	business	plan.	Course	is	taken	for	2	semesters	to	complete	Honors	
requirements.	
	

IV. Course	Prerequisites	&	Permits	
Honors	Course	Permit	Form	must	be	used	to	register.	Permits	for	Thesis	II	should	be	
submitted	after	receiving	the	final	course	grade	(Thesis	I)	at	the	end	of	the	semester.	
(Course	Permit	Form:	https://www.usf.edu/honors/current-students/forms.aspx)		
	

V. Section	Description	(Course	Purpose)	
Thesis	Chair:	You	are	expected	to	meet	with	your	thesis	chair	throughout	the	thesis	
process.	You	are	responsible	for	initiating,	scheduling,	and	being	prepared	to	discuss	and	
update	your	chair	on	the	thesis	process.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	keep	a	log	of	all	meetings.	
Failure	to	keep	in	contact	with	the	thesis	chair	may	result	in	a	failing	grade	for	both	
courses.		
	
Since	the	focus	of	this	course	is	on	the	process,	you	are	expected	to	submit	multiple	drafts	
of	your	work	to	your	thesis	chair	in	order	to	receive	appropriate	feedback	prior	to	
submission	of	the	final	thesis.	Make	sure	to	set	the	schedule	with	your	thesis	chair	at	the	
very	first	meeting	of	the	second	semester	of	your	thesis.	
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X. Required	Texts	and/or	Readings	and	Course	Materials	
Provided	online	as	needed. 

	
XI. Undergraduate	Research	Attribute	

This	course	is	attributed	as	an	Undergraduate	Research	Course	(UGR)	for	integrating	the	
high-impact	practice	of	research	which	has	been	found	to	benefit	students	from	varied	
backgrounds	(AAC&U	LEAP).	The	Council	on	Undergraduate	Research	(CUR)	defines	this	as	
follows:	an	inquiry	or	investigation	conducted	by	an	undergraduate	student	that	makes	an	
original	intellectual	or	creative	contribution	to	the	discipline.	In	this	course,	you	will	
conduct	a	project	that	enables	you,	individually	or	in	groups,	to	pose	or	work	from	a	
defined	research	question,	apply	methods	of	inquiry	to	generate	findings,	and	share	the	
findings	with	others	through	presentation	and/or	publication.	
	
Information	about	the	Optional	0-Credit	Research	Course	Associated	with	this	Course	
Students	who	participate	in	an	UGR	course	may	select	to	co-enroll	in	a	0-credit	(S/U	
graded)	research	course	to	archive	the	research	experience	on	the	transcript.	There	is	no	
cost	associated	with	the	course,	and	enrollment	does	not	interfere	with	degree	
requirements.	The	0-credit	research	course	does	not	fulfill	or	contribute	to	the	Enhanced	
General	Education	requirements	of	USF.	
	
Interested	in	the	0-credit	option?	Here’s	what	you	need	to	do:	
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• Annotated	Bibliography	(Aligns	with	SLO	#1	Students	will	engage	in	meaningful	critical	
reflection	in	required	coursework,	by	producing	substantive	analysis	and	discussion	of	
results/findings	in	writing).	
• Interview	Prospective	Thesis	Chair	(Aligns	with	SLO	#1	Students	will	engage	in	
meaningful	critical	reflection	in	required	coursework,	by	demonstrating	connection	
between	curriculum	and	future	goals	through	reflection	on	area	of	interest	and	
prospective	thesis	chair).	
• Confirm	Thesis	Chair	(Aligns	with	SLO	#1	Students	will	engage	in	meaningful	critical	
reflection	in	required	coursework,	by	demonstrating	connection	between	curriculum	and	
future	goals	through	reflection	on	area	of	interest	and	prospective	thesis	chair).	
	
In	Semester	1,	
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XVI. 
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Turnitin.com:		

In	this	course,	turnitin.com	will	be	utilized.	Turnitin	is	an	automated	system	which	
instructors	may	use	to	quickly	and	easily	compare	each	student's	assignment	with	billions	
of	web	sites,	as	well	as	an	enormous	database	of	student	papers	that	grows	with	each	
submission.	Accordingly,	you	will	be	expected	to	submit	all	assignments	in	both	hard	copy	
and	electronic	format.	After	the	assignment	is	processed,	as	instructor	I	receive	a	report	
from	turnitin.com	that	states	if	and	how	another	author’s	work	was	used	in	the	
assignment.	For	a	more	detailed	look	at	this	process	visit	http://www.turnitin.com.	Essays	
are	due	at	turnitin.com	the	same	day	as	in	class.		

	
XIX. Course	Policies:	Grades	
	

Grades	of	"Incomplete":	
An	“I”	grade	may	be	awarded	to	a	student	only	when	a	small	portion	of	the	student’s	

work	is	incomplete	and	only	when	the	student	is	otherwise	earning	a	passing	grade.	The	
time	limit	for	removing	the	“I”	is	to	be	set	by	the	instructor	of	the	course.	For	
undergraduate	students,	this	time	limit	may	not	exceed	two	academic	semesters,	
whether	or	not	the	student	is	in	residence,	and/or	graduation,	whichever	comes	first.		

	
XX. Course	Policies:	Technology	and	Media		

	
Canvas:		

This	course	will	be	offered	via	USF's	learning	management	system	(LMS),	Canvas.	If	
you	need	help	learning	how	to	perform	various	tasks	related	to	this	course	or	other	
courses	being	offered	in	Canvas,	please	consult	Innovative	Education’s	resources	for	
students	https://www.usf.edu/innovative


