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Tammy Jorgensen Smith, Ph.D., CRC  
University of South Florida 

College of Behavioral and Community Sciences 
Department of Child and Family Studies 

Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling Program 
13301 N. Bruce B. Downs Blvd. MHC 1632-12, Tampa, FL 33620 

813- 974-0973 (office) 813-974-8080 (fax) 
Email: smithtj@usf.edu  

 

 
ACADEMIC PREPARATION 
Ph.D. Counselor Education; Specialty: Leadership (CACREP)    2004  
Barry University; Orlando, FL 

 
Master of Science in Rehabilitation Counseling (CORE)      1996 
Florida State University; Tallahassee, FL 
 
Bachelor of Science: Psychology; Minor: Criminology      1993 
Florida State University; Tallahassee, FL 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
Certified Rehabilitation Counselor (CRC) - # C-00038307      1999-Present  
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
University of South Florida, (Tampa, FL) 
      College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child  
 and Family Studies, Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling Program 

• Tenured Associate Professor      2016 - Present 
• Assistant Professor           2010 - 2015  

College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Department of Child  
 and Family Studies, Marriage and Family Therapy Program 

• Associate Professor       2020 - Present 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Behavioral &Present
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Rehabilitation Services Administration Long-Term Training Grant 
Funding Agency: Rehabilitation Service Administration 
Funding Level: $1,000,000 
Role in Project: Principal Investigator 
Description: Increase the supply of qualified personnel available for employment in 

the public rehabilitation sector. 
Dates:                        2015 - 2020 

Collaborative on Discovery and Innovation in Employment 
Funding Agency: Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc. 
Funding Level: $252,000 
Role in Project: Co-Principal Investigator 
Description: Build the capacity of schools to implement customized employment 

strategies for youth with complex disabilities. 
Dates: 2011-2013  

 
Discovery Certificate Course Start-Up 
Funding Agency: SE TACE/ Syracuse University 
Funding Level: $15,000 
Role in Project: USF Lead 
Description: Certificate course to build capacity of vocational rehabilitation to serve 

individuals with disabilities adding customized employment strategies. 
Dates: 2011-2012 

 
 

Access a College Education – Think College Mini Grant 
Funding Agency: Association of University Centers on Disability 
Funding Level: $15,000 
Role in Project: Principal Investigator  
Description: Strategic planning to develop a sustainable, authentic, and inclusive 

post-secondary education system to support individuals with disabilities. 
Dates: 2010-2010 

 
 

Student Website on Employment and Transition  
Funding Agency: Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc. 
Funding Level: $88,257 
Role in Project: Principal Investigator 
Description: Development and updating of an interactive website addressing 

customized employment and transition for students, families, school 
personnel and the adult service system. 

Dates: 2009-2011  
 
One Stop Service Center Initiative 
Funding Agency: Florida Developmental Disabilities Council, Inc. 
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Manuscripts in Preparation 
Smith, T.J., Dillahunt, C.J., Chou, C.C., Walker, C., & *Weston, A.N. (in preparation).  
      Rehabilitation counseling scholarship program: Evaluation, impact, and implications for   
      training and service delivery. For submission to the Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation. 
 
Fontechia, S., Boone, B., & Smith, T.J. (in preparation). The Learning Academy: Evaluation of  

a postsecondary education and employment program for transition-age youth on the 
autism spectrum. For submission to the Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

 

Weston, A. & Smith, T.J. (in preparation). Clinical perceptions on problematic gaming  
      behaviors in practice: A glimpse into recognizing, diagnosing, and treating problematic  

 gaming behaviors in clinical settings. For submission to Journal of Behavioral 
Addictions. 

 

Smith, T.J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., Ching, D., & Weston, A., & Ismajli, F. (in  
preparation). Optimizing competitive employment outcomes in adults with autism.  For 
submission to the Journal of Autism and Developmental Disabilities. 

 
Smith, T.J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., Ching, D., & Weston, A., & Lu, Y. (in preparation).  

Impact of a customized employment model on competitive employment in adults with 
autism. For submission to Research in Autism Spectrum Disorders.  

  
Smith, T.J., Heilman, J., Sadberry, S., Hart, S.*, Paschoaloti, C.*, & Soto, J.* (in  

preparation). Assessing diversity, equity, and inclusion in rehabilitation counselor 
education: Results, guidelines, and implications. For submission to Rehabilitation 
Research, Policy, & Education. 

 
*Denotes student author  
 

  
SELECTED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
 

International 

Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Smith, T. J., Hanson, A., Ehlke, S.*, Dixon, C., Quichocho, D.*, 
Stergiou-Kita, M., & Yanson, J.* (2016, April). Vocational evaluation practices 
following traumatic brain injury [Poster]. North American Brain Injury Society, Tampa, 
FL. 

 

Smith, T.J. (2015, October). Integrating customized employment strategies for competitive 
employment outcomes [Paper]. International Association of Rehabilitation Professionals, 
New Orleans, LA.  

 

Smith, T. J. (2006, June). Florida Freedom Initiative [Paper]. YAI International Conference on 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, New York, NY  

 

National 
Ottomanelli L, McDonald SD, Palas JC, Cotner BA, Smith TJ, Venkatachalam HH, Goetz LL, 

Toyinbo PA.  (2023, September). Discovering new approaches in spinal cord injury 
vocational rehabilitation: A customized versus supported employment trial. 2023 ASCIP 
Annual Meeting. Academy of Spinal Cord Injury Professionals, San Diego, CA. 
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Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Smith, T.J., Ahonle, Z.J., Sánchez, J. & Ching, D.* (2022, November). 
Multicultural & Ethical Considerations of Behavioral Health [Symposium presentation]. 
The 2022 meeting of the American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine, Chicago, IL. 

 
Weston, A. & Smith, T.J. (2022, November). Exploring clinical perceived ability, capacity, and  

utilization of treatment interventions for problematic gaming behaviors in the United  
States. [Paper presentation]. The 2022 meeting of the American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, Chicago, IL. 

 
Smith, T.J. (2022, August). Streamlining Career Placement through Targeted Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services. Webinar for the National Association for People Supporting 
Employment First (APSE). [Invited] 

 
Smith, T.J. (2022, June). Streamlining Career Placement through Targeted Vocational 

Rehabilitation Services. Presentation at the National Association for People Supporting 
Employment First (APSE) conference in Denver, CO. 

 
Smith, T.J. (2021, October). Utilizing the Benchmarks of Quality Checklist for Implementing 

Customized Employment Services with Fidelity to a Best Practice Model. Presentation at 
the national Marc Gold & Associates Discovery Retreat. [Invited Webinar]. 

 
Smith, T.J. (2020, July). Multicultural rehabilitation counseling ethics [Paper]. National 

Association of People Supporting Employment First Virtual Conference. [Converted to 
webinar presentation due to COVID pandemic and associated social isolation measures] 

 
Smith, T.J., Sherman. S, Dispenza, F., Williams, B., Schein, M., Kelsey, D., & Kline, K. (2020, 

April) [CRC Panel]. National Council on Rehabilitation Education (NCRE) Conference, 
San Diego, CA. [Converted to webinar presentation due to COVID pandemic and 
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Smith, T.J. & Boutot, N. (2018, June). Partnerships for Success: Demystifying customized 
employment for employers [Paper]. Association of People Supporting Employment First 
(APSE) Conference, Orlando, FL. [Invited] 
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Smith, T. J. (2012, April). One Stop Service Center Initiative (OSSCI). [Poster].  National 
Council on Rehabilitation Education (NCRE) Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 
Smith, T. J. (2012, August). One Stop Service Center Initiative (OSSCI). [Poster].  National 

Rehabilitation Association (NRA) Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
Smith, T. J. (2011, April). Managing Individualized Needs for Employment (MINE) [Poster]. 
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Doctoral Committees 
 Christine Hugh (2023 cohort) – Committee Chair 
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Florida Rehabilitation Association                2010-present 
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Textbook Reviews 
 Jones & Bartlett Learning, Invited reviewer           2018 
  



Tammy Jorgensen Smith, Ph.D.  College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, University of South Florida Vita 2024    20 

Clinical Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling 
  Diversity Committee, Chair   2021-present 
  Education Abroad, Department Representative   2017-present 
  Library Committee, RMHC representative   2010-present 
  Institutional Review Board Program Level Approver, Co-delegate  2010-present 
  RMHC 50th Anniversary Event Planning Committee, Co-Chair  2021-2023 
  Instructor Promotion Evaluation Committee, Chair    2012-2013 
  New Faculty Search Committee, Co-Chair 2011-2012 
  New Instructor Search Committee   2011-2012 
  RMHC Forty-Year Celebration Planning Committee    2011-2012 
  New Faculty Search Committee   2010-2011 
  Emeritus Committee, Chair    2010-2011 
  
Marriage and Family Therapy Master’s Program 
  Faculty Search Committee   2023 
  Faculty Search Committee   2022 
 
Florida Center for Inclusive Communities  

 Association of University Centers on Disability  
  Council on Research and Evaluation, Member    2015- present 
 Community Advisory Committee   2008-2012  


