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Dear Colleagues, 

Child & Family Studies (CFS) is proud to be a department in the College of Behavioral & Community Sciences (CBCS) that is focused 
on advancing knowledge through interdisciplinary teaching, research, and service that promotes productive, satisfying, healthy, 
and safe lives across the lifespan. Our Impact report shines a light on the dedicated efforts, resourcefulness and flexibility of our 
faculty and staff as they work to generate hope and solutions for the complex issues confronting individuals, children, families and 
communities. 

As I look back on CFS’s successes, I cannot help but reflect on the challenges we faced - the staggering number of lives lost 
to Covid-19, the number of children learning to navigate life without one or both parents, the disruptions in our schools and 
communities, and the fight for equality, truth, and acceptance. And I have come to a deeper realization of the importance 
of our place in this university and community. The students we are educating, the training and research we are conducting, 
the information we are disseminating are all aimed at helping individuals and communities come to a place of healing and 
understanding. Our work in CFS is accomplished through a sensitivity to and understanding of the cultural, economic, and social 
diversity of our society.

CFS is organized into three research divisions and four academic programs consisting of 267 faculty and staff. CFS has kept on its 
successful trajectory as we faced year two of the pandemic, and as we continue to adapt to an ever-changing world. Our research 
and training all contribute to and are consistent with USF’s goals and growing prominence in our country. In the latest higher 
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http://floridahippy.fmhi.usf.edu 
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CFS Highlights/Points of Pride
	� 	Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health (CABH) Master’s 
Program
	» 	CABH student Julia Brookover’s field experience project 

on the topic of professional self-care in the pandemic was 
highlighted on the Children’s Mental Health Network’s Friday 
Update, a weekly online newsletter related to children’s 
mental health advocacy.

	» CABH student Heather Groves received a Children’s Mental 
Health Network Scholarship.

	» Students contributed 5,130 hours to the community through 
their field experience.

	� 	Marriage and Family Therapy Program
	» Students provided 1,500 hours of work in the community 

during field placement.
	» Students provided 140 hours of family and couples therapy.
	» MFT Student Myisha Wallace received the American 

Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Research & 
Education Foundation Minority Fellowship.

	� 	Rehabilitation and Mental Health Counseling Program
	» Ranked 27th in U.S. News & World Report’s Best Graduate 

School Rankings in 2019.
	» RMHC grants have strengthened national partnerships 

through collaborations with multiple universities (San 
Diego State, Cornell, University of Colorado, Louisiana State, 

http://www.cmhconference.com
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	» 	The Journal of Behavioral Health Services and Research is 
edited by Associate Professor Bruce Lubotsky Levin. The 
Journal is a peer-reviewed, multidisciplinary journal that 
publishes articles on the organization, financing, delivery, 
and outcomes of behavioral health services, including 
mental health, alcohol, and substance abuse. It is the official 
publication of the National Council for Behavioral Health 
and published by Springer Publications.

	» 	A book chapter co-written by CFS Associate Professor Bruce 
Lubotsky Levin, Population-Based Behavioral Health, in 
Foundations of Behavioral Health
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USF Goal 4: Provide a safe, inclusive and vibrant 
community for learning, discovery, creative activities and 
transformative experiences enabled through adaptive 
design of physical, social and digital environments. 

	� 	The Florida Center for Inclusive Communities has 23 diverse 
programs offering a range of supports and services that 
include: early intervention to promote social emotional 
learning; educational supports to schools implementing 
positive behavior support programs; preparing people 
with developmental disabilities for employment, assisting 
businesses to support increased hiring of people with 
disabilities; training future health care providers about health 
issues of people with developmental disabilities; and the 
promotion of inclusion in the community.

	� 	CARD-USF Executive Director Beth Boone, participated in 
a WEDU Public Broadcasting Service panel discussion on 
COVID-19 challenges and resources for individuals with autism 
and their families.

	� 	Research Professor Heather Peshak George developed 7 
resource guides on behavior management for a non-profit 
education group, The Education Hub in New Zealand.

	� 	Denise Barnes with CARD-USF collaborated with Florida 
Poison Control Centers - Tampa and USF Health Student 
Service Corps, presenting Poison Safety to HIPPY families in 
both English and Spanish.

	� 	The RMHC Program hosted a virtual Speaker Series on Race & 
Counseling.

	� 	Professor Ray Miltenberger was part of the Behavioral Science 
Response to COVID-19 Working Group organized by the 
Psychonomic Society, which put together and distributed 
three info-graphics, available in 20+ languages, designed 
to help people decrease face touching and promote social 
distancing and proper hand washing, three behaviors that 
reduce the spread of COVID-19.

	� 	Associate Professor Trina Spencer led a workgroup responsible 
fo by5Iecrss-14 (-19.)]TJ
ET
EMC 
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/P <</Lang (en-US)/MCID 1257 >>BDC 
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	�Research Assistant Professor Linda Callejas was a CBCS Internal 
Award Recipient for her work in the Understanding the E�ects 
of COVID-19 Restrictions on Foster Care Services in the Florida 
Panhandle study.

	� 	Denise Barnes, CARD Consultant since 2013, received the 
Member of the Year Superstar Award from the Suncoast Safe 
Kids Coalition.

	� 	The Florida Center for Inclusive Communities was highlighted 
in the USF Magazine.

	� 	Associate Professor Christina Dillahunt-Aspillaga was:
	» appointed to the Commission on Rehabilitation Counselor 

Certification (CRCC) Ethics Committee.
	» selected as a Fellow of the American Congress of 

Rehabilitation Medicine.

	� 	Professor Jason Anthony was appointed as a member of the 
Council for Early Grade Success serving as a representative 
with subject matter expertise by Senator Wilton Simpson.

	� 	
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Aligning Our Work with USF Mission and Goals
As a public metropolitan research university, USF, in 
partnership with our communities, serves the people of 
Florida, the nation, and the world by fostering intellectual 
inquiry and outcomes that positively shape the future - 
regionally, nationally and globally.

All activities within CFS are closely aligned with USF goals 
to: promote lifelong student success; conduct high-impact 
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Academic Programs
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Doctoral Program 
Contact: Ray Miltenberger

miltenbe@usf.edu

Program: The ABA program is a three-year program that accepts students with master’s degrees in ABA and 
focuses on training students to be researchers and teachers. The doctoral program requires 54 credit 
hours (7 didactic courses - 21 credits; dissertation - 18 credits; independent research 15 credits)

Accomplishments: 	� Four students graduated with their PhD. 
	» Three accepted faculty positions 
	» One accepted a post doc position. 

	� The program admitted four students for the fall 2021. 
	� The program underwent Academic Program Review and the evaluation was highly positive.

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Master of Science 
Contact: Ray Miltenberger

mitenbe@usf.edu

Program: The on-campus MS program is a two year program designed to provide students with expertise in 
applied behavior analysis as they work in applied settings and conduct applied research for their thesis. 
Students in the program take 9 courses, participate in 1500 hours of concetrated supervised fieldwork, 
and complete a data based thesis.

Accomplishments: 	� Twenty nine students graduated. 
	» The program maintained a 100% job placement rate. 

	� The program admitted 18 students in the fall of 2021. 
	� The MS program course sequence was verified by the Association for Behavior Analysis International 
which allows students to meet the course requirements for the 5th edition task list for the Board 
Certified Behavior Analyst exam.

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Undergraduate Minor 
Contact: Bryon Miller

bryonmiller@usf.edu

Program: The on-campus ABA minor is a 6-course sequence of undergraduate classes in ABA designed to 
prepare students for BCaBA™ certification or for a master’s program in ABA. 

Accomplishments: 	� Student credit hours in the ABA minor increased slightly from the previous year. 
	� The ABA minor course sequence was verified by the Association for Behavior Analysis International 
which allows students to meet the course requirements for the 5th edition task list for board 
certification as a Board Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst.
	� The number of students taking the ABA minor courses were 244 during Summer 2020, 323 during 
Fall 2020, and 300 during Spring 2021.

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Online Master of Arts
Contact: Anthony Concepcion

aconcepcion@usf.edu

Program: The online MA program at USF is a two year program designed to provide students with expertise 
in behavior analysis as they work in applied settings. Students in the program take 8 courses and 
participate in 1500 hours of concentrated supervised fieldwork.

Accomplishments: 	� Forty-four students graduated with their masters degree. 
	� The program admitted 28 students in spring 2021 and 25 students in fall 2020. 
	� The MA program course sequence was verified by the Association for Behavior Analysis International 
which allows students to meet the course requirements for the 5th edition task list for the Board 
certified Behavior Analyst exam.  
	� The program hired Dr. Anthony Concepcion to be interim program coordinator. 
	� Since its inception, the MA program has attracted a diverse pool of students with 49% of students 
representing diverse backgrounds and ethnicities.
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Child & Adolescent Behavioral Health (CABH) Master of Science (MS) Program
Contact: Debra Mowery

mowery@usf.edu

Program: This fully online non-clinical program prepares professionals to serve in public and nonprofit agencies 
and schools that work to positively impact the lives of children, adolescents, and emerging adults. The 
program offers both thesis and applied tracks. Potential employment opportunities include positions 
such as directors, supervisors, and case managers in mental health, substance abuse, juvenile justice, 
developmental disabilities, and child welfare agencies, as well as consultants in schools and early 
education and care programs. Educational opportunities include advancement to doctoral programs 
in public health and the behavioral and social sciences. Four focus areas within the overall program 
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Graduate/Undergraduate Certificates Programs

Graduate Certificate in Addictions & Substance Abuse Counseling
Contact: Vicky Buckles

vbuckles@usf.edu

Program: This certificate is primarily designed for graduate students in rehabilitation counseling, mental 
health counseling, social work, psychology or other human services disciplines or for human services 
professionals who desire to learn about addictions and substance abuse counseling. 

Accomplishments: 	�Graduated 9 students 
	� 	New applications: 22
	� 	Total number of students in the program: 33

Graduate Certificate in Children’s Mental Health
Contact: Cathy Sowell

csowell@usf.edu

Program: This graduate certificate program provides a rigorous, empirically- based education to individuals in 
the behavioral health services field who wish to work with agencies and systems that serve children 
and families with mental health challenges. 

Accomplishments: 	� In 2020-2021, the Children’s Mental Health Graduate Certificate program had 29 enrolled students. 
	�Nine new students were admitted during the year and four students successfuly completed the 
program. 
	� The students include degree seeking students currently enrolled in a master’s program at USF 
and non-degree seeking students from multiple disciplines including education, nursing, public 
health, and psychology.

Graduate Certificate in Marriage and Family Therapy
Contact: Ryan Henry, PhD

rghenry@usf.edu

Program: The 15-credit graduate certificate in the RMHC program provides mental health professionals 
specialized training in diagnosing and treating mental, emotional, and relationship problems from a 
systemic perspective. The certificate includes a supervised field placement in a marriage and family 
counseling setting, during which students will provide 180 direct client contact hours of marriage 
and family services.

Accomplishments: 	�Graduated 8 students 
	�5 applied for licensure 
	�New applications: 17 
	� Total number of students in the program 38
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Graduate Certificate in Positive Behavior Support
Contact: Laura Rodriguez Lopez

lrodri11@usf.edu

Program: This graduate certificate program is designed for educators, school or mental health administrators, 
school psychologists, social workers, school counselors, and behavioral health staff who want to 
specialize in an evidence-based approach to resolving challenging behavior and supporting the prosocial 
behavior of children and youth within schools and early education settings. This 12-credit graduate 
certificate program supplements graduate and undergraduate degrees by offering a specialization in PBS. 
All courses are fully online and available to interested students across the country. There are four core 
courses and a number of possible electives that round out the program of study. 

Accomplishments: 	� The PBS certificate program exceeded projections for the number of students enrolled by 22% and the 
number of students completed the program by 28%.
	» Forty-five students were actively enrolled in the PBS certificate and 18 students successfully 

completed the program in FY21. 
	» Eighteen new students were admitted during FY21. 
	» An average of 13 students were enrolled in the four PBS courses with a range of 10 to 21 students per 

course. 
	� The program has been sustained by recruitment from the CABH master’s program and related 
programs such as ABA, school psychology, education, and social work.
	� The official graduate certificate for Project EBAS: Enhancing Behavior Analytic Services grant.
	�Collaborator with Project iSED: Advancing Interdisciplinary Services for Students with Severe Emotional 
and Behavioral Disorders to help train pre-service professionals on evidence-based practices for 
addressing challenging behaviors in children & adolescents.
	�94% of survey respondents indicated they had increased their knowledge of PBS and 90% indicated 
increased knowledge of specific relevant interventions.

Translational Research in Adolescent Behavioral Health Graduate Certificate
Contact: Bruce Levin

levin@usf.edu

Oliver Massey
massey@usf.edu

Program: The graduate certificate is offered through the Institute for Translational Research Education in 
Adolescent Drug Abuse, a joint initiative of the USF College of Behavioral & Community Sciences and 
Northern Arizona University (NAU) (led by the USF CBCS Department of Child & Family Studies and 
the NAU Center for Health Equity Research). It is funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse of 
the National Institutes of Health under award number R25DA031103. 

Accomplishments: 	�Cohorts for this period (July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021) include 12 scholars in Cohort 7 and 12 
scholars in Cohort 8 and reflects graduate student participation from a variety of disciplines, 
including public health, child & adolescent behavioral health, social work,  psychology, health 
education, occupational therapy, behavioral & community sciences, and rehabilitation & mental 
health counseling. 
	� Throughout the development of service learning, the Institute promotes community engagement 
and collaboration with behavioral health and education organizations. 
	� Students conducted community projects with organizations in Phoenix and Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
the Tampa Bay area.
	�As of June 30, 2021 seven cohorts (90 Scholars) have completed the Institute graduate certificate 
program, service-learning projects, and conference presentations.
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Continuing Education

Continuing Education Programs
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) RBT™ Training 
Contact: Catia Cividini-Motta

catiac@usf.edu

Program: The Registered Behavioral Technician (RBT) ™ training program is based on the Registered Behavior 
Technician Task List ™ and is designed to meet the 40-hour training requirements for the RBT ™ 
credential. 

Accomplishments: 	� The RBT course is free to USF ABA master’s students, is $200 for individuals that do not have a USF 
affiliation, and is available at various discounts for others (USF undergraduates/graduates = $100, 
USF ABA minor students = $50, employees of USF field experience sites = $100). 
	� Funds generated support student research, faculty and student conference registration and travel, 
and some doctoral student stipends. 
	� Since 2017, the course has generated over $320,000.  

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor and Licensure Preparation Course
Contact: Dr. Christina Dillahunt   

cdillahuntas@usf.edu

Program: The Certified Rehabilitation Counselor and Licensure Preparation Course training program is based 
on the 12 CRC knowledge Domain areas and is designed to help individuals prepare to sit for the 
CRC certification examination. The training program aims to increase the numbers of counselors who 
successfully pass the CRC exam and RMHC students sitting for the CRC exam.

Accomplishments: 	� Launch of the new program
	�5 passed after talking the course
	� Trainings have been made available to limited state partners at a reduced cost
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Autism and Related Disabilities

A Modular Approach for Autism Programs in 
Schools (MAAPS) Methodology Core
PI: Williams, Jeff

Abstract: This project provides a collaborative frame 
work for identifying needs, setting intervention 
goals, selecting modular interventions that best 
address goals, and developing intervention 
steps that are feasible for school personnel 
to implement, with opportunities for active 
participation by families. The MAAPS process 
includes active coaching to give ongoing 
support to K-5 teachers and other school 
personnel. MAAPS was fully developed in an 
IES-funded Goal 2 study (R32A150032) and 
showed promise for increasing teacher use of 
empirically supported practices and improving 
student outcomes.

Funder: May Institute

Status: New Award

Amount: $242,576

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Center for Autism & Related Disabilities 
(CARD) FY21-22
PI: Boone, Beth

Abstract: CARD-USF is a community-based project that 
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Research &
 Training

Let’s Play Together: A Peer Implemented 
Pivotal Response Train with Preschoolers with 
Autism
PI: Fox, Lise

Abstract: Preschool is a critical time in the development 
of play and social skills for all children, 
specifically children with autism. Children 
with autism often experience delays in age 
appropriate play skills and are deficient in the 
social skills require to successfully engage 
with peers in the classroom. This study seeks 
to evaluate typically developing children’s 
ability to implement Pivotal Response Training 
strategies during center play with children with 
autism in their preschool classroom.

Funder: Organization for Autism Research

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $2,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

Autism and Related Disabilities Partnership for Effective Programs for 
Students with Autism (PEPSA)
PI: Fox, Lise

Abstract: This initiative supports teachers of students 
with autism in 3 ways. It provides regional 
workshops across the state to provide 
information to teachers and families on 
effective practices for teaching students 
with autism. The funding also supports a 
pre-conference day for teachers to attend 
the annual Florida Center for Autism and 
Related Disabilities Conference (CARD). The 
preconference day offers teachers a workshop 
from a national speaker and break-out sessions 
on innovations for students with autism that 
Florida teachers have implemented. The final 
activity is the enrollment of teacher partners 
through a competitive application process. 
Teachers selected for the Partnership program 
are provided with a mentor from their regional 
CARD office who provides support to them 
as they implement a year-long project in their 
classroom and document their achievements 
and the outcomes in a portfolio.

Funder: Florida Department of Education

Status:
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Child Welfare System and Practice 
Improvement

Just in Time (JIT) Foster Parent
PI: Menendez, Pamela

Abstract: This project involves the creation and 
maintenance of a web-based service program 
designed to connect foster parents, kinship 
caregivers and adoptive parents with on-
demand interactive multimedia training, 
information exchange and other resources for 
Cuyahoga County, Ohio.

Funder: Cuyahoga County Division of Children and 
Families

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $60,422

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

Just in Time Training Website
PI: Menendez, Pamela

Abstract: This project involves the establishment and 
maintenance of a website and related services 
for the State of KY for Just in Time for foster/
adoptive parents in Kentucky

Funder: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family 
Services

Status: New Award

Amount: $111,172

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

Nevada QPI/JIT Website
PI: Menendez, Pamela

Abstract: This project provides direct services to foster/
adoptive parents, relative caregivers and birth 
parents of foster children through the Quality 
Parenting Initiative (QPI) and Just In Time 
training (JIT) Website. The website provides 
information and web-based training videos 
that will facilitate foster/adoptive parents, 
relative caregivers and birth parents learning 
strategies to improve their parenting skills. 
The web based trainings includes such topics 
as: trauma informed parenting, mentoring of 
biological parents by foster parents; strategies 
to support successful reunification, how to 
support foster children’s education; support the 
healthy development of infants and toddlers 
in foster care; importance of providing quality 
health care; brain development; and adolescent 
development.

Funder: Nevada Dept of Child and Family Services

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $60,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
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Research &
 Training

Child Welfare System and Practice 
Improvement

Community Supports

Quality Parenting Initiative (QPI)
PI: Menendez, Pamela

Abstract: The goal of this project is to provide 
maintenance of a web based training service 
for foster parents and other caregivers in 
California.

Funder: University of California Berkeley

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $86,503

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

The Impact of the S.P.A.R.K. Intervention on 
Risky Sexual Behavior and Teen Pregnancy 
Prevention
PI: Yampolskaya, Svetlana

Abstract: The study examines the S.P.A.R.K. intervention, 
which aims to prevent early involvement 
in risky sexual behavior and adolescent 
pregnancy/parenthood among foster care 
youth. The study employs a randomized-
control design and will assess the intervention’s 
impact on various youth outcomes.

Funder: Children’s Home Society of Florida

Status: Continuing

Amount: $531,236

USF Goals: 1. Promote the lifelong success of well-
educated, highly skilled, and adaptable 
alumnae/alumni who lead enriched lives, 
are engaged citizens and thrive in a dynamic 
global market.

2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

ADAPT+: Optimizing an Intervention to 
Promote Healthy Behaviors in Rural, Latino 
Youth with Obesity and their Parents, using 
Mindfulness Strategies
PI: Stern, Marilyn

Abstract: Latino youth living in rural areas represent an 
ethnic and geographical minority population 
at increased risk for obesity and obesityrelated 
complications in adulthood including 
metabolic syndrome, type 2 diabetes, cancer, 
and cardiovascular disease. To address this 
urgent public health issue, we synthesized our 
prior experience in child obesity intervention 
and tailored our multi-family behavioral 
intervention, Adaptando Dieta y Acción Para 
Todos (ADAPT), to the acculturation status, 
language, and national origin of our target 
population -- obese, Latino youth (8-12 
years old), and their parents, living in rural 
communities. This NIH Stage I R34 application 
proposes a refinement and optimization of 
the ADAPT obesity intervention protocol + 
mindfulness parent stress reduction strategies 
(ADAPT+) (Stage IA) and feasibility assessment 
of ADAPT+ implementation (Stage IB), setting 
the basis for a Stage 2 R01 trial to determine 
ADAPT+’s efficacy in improving Latino families’ 
eating and physical activity behaviors.

Funder: National Institutes of Health

Status: Continuing

Amount: $630,573

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 
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Community Supports

All Pro Dad Literacy Campaign and Chapter 
Development Evaluation Plan
PI: Massey, Oliver T

Abstract: This project is designed to enhance father 
and child relationships, while also building 
child reading and academic skills, the 
Family First organization has developed and 
implemented a literacy campaign within their 
All Pro Dad (APD) program. As the Family 
First organization continues to grow the APD 
program, the evaluation plan will expand its 
focus from previous years to assess changes 
over time in parental knowledge, attitudes, 
beliefs, and behaviors (KABB) related to the 
literacy campaign as well as examine the 
implementation experiences of new chapters 
and identify opportunities to support their 
continued growth and success. The evaluation 
plan includes research questions and methods 
that are guided by the campaign’s goals to 
identify strategies the Family First organization 
can employ to support the growth and 
enhance the positive impact of APD chapter 
events on members and their children.

Funder: Family First

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $25,001

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

All Pro Dad: Fatherhood Involvement in 
Literacy and Family Engagement Multimedia 
and Awareness Campaign
PI: Albizu-Jacob, Alexandra

Abstract: This project is designed to enhance father 
and child relationships, while also building 
child reading and academic skills, the 
Family First organization has developed and 
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Research &
 Training

Community Supports

Enhancing Veteran Community Reintegration 
Research (ENCORE)
PI: Dillahunt-Aspillaga, Christina

Abstract: The goal of Enhancing Veteran Community 
Reintegration Research (ENCORE) is to improve 
VA policies, programs and services that 
support Veteran community reintegration (CR). 
Two strategic objectives will guide ENCORE 
activities: (1) mobilize Veteran CR research 
and (2) promote innovation, relevance and 
acceleration of Veteran CR research and 
knowledge translation. Successful achievement 
of ENCORE’s goal will be measured by 
meeting project milestones and benchmarks 
including deliverables developed by the 
multi-stakeholder partnership (MSP), ENCORE 
informed research proposal submissions, and 
knowledge translation (KT) of research and 
MSP consensus into VA policies and programs.

Funder: James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital

Status: New Award

Amount: $10,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resource 
System
PI: Iovannone, Rose

Abstract: The mission of the University of South 
Florida’s FDLRS Multidisciplinary Educational 
Services Center is to provide evaluation and 
intervention services to students whose 
presenting needs have been resistant to 
typical interventions. Specifically, the USF 
clinic provides the following: (a) Behavioral 
evaluations and support plans using evidence-
based practices (i.e., functional behavior 
assessments and function-based support 
plans); (b) Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
diagnosis and strategies; and (c) Diagnosis of 
ASD and co-morbid conditions and strategies 
(e.g., anxiety, ADHD, depression). Services 
include interdisciplinary processes in planning 
for evaluations and developing contextually 
based interventions and coaching support for 
implementation of interventions in educational, 
community, and home settings. In addition, 
capacity building activities are embedded to 
increase skills in school personnel, specifically 
in developing and implementing interventions 
for students needing Tier 3 multi-tiered 
behavioral supports and using data to make 
educational decisions that increase academic 
and behavioral success of students. 

Funder: Florida Department of Education

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $450,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 
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Community Supports

Florida Project Coordination for Educational 
and Community Supports
PI: Evanovich, Lauren

Abstract: This project is coordinating the recruitment of 
district and school-based staff to complete a 
sustainability of Positive Behavior Interventions 
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 Training

Community Supports

Pediatric Mental Health Care Access Program 
Evaluation
PI: Cruz, Areana

Abstract: The purpose of the Pediatric Mental Health 
Care Access Program is to promote behavioral 
health integration into pediatric primary care 
by supporting pediatric mental health care and 
telehealth access programs. The evaluation 
component conducted by USF will evaluate 
the effectiveness of program implementation, 
and the ongoing processes towards achieving 
project goals and objectives. The evaluation 
will also assess program collaboration, and 
performance and outcome measures.

Funder: Florida Department of Health

Status: New Award

Amount: $305,815

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Promoting the Participation of Individuals 
with Disabilities in COVID-19 Vaccines
PI: Perkins, Elizabeth

Abstract: Approximately 61 million adults living 
in the U.S. have a disability, representing 
approximately 26 percent of the adult 
population. People with disabilities may have 
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Community Supports

Social, Ethical, and Behavioral Implications 
(SEBI) Research on COVID-19 Testing and 
Vaccine Uptake among Rural Latino Migrants 
in Southwest Florida
PI: Redwine, Laura

Abstract: This project involves three main goals: AIM 
1: Working with our community partner, the 
Hispanic Services Center and their trained 
promotoras to examine in Central Florida rural 
Latino migrant and immigrant communities the 
multilevel barriers that reduce access to and 
acceptance of COVID-19 testing at individual, 
interpersonal, institutional (e.g., health care 
system) and community levels. AIM 2: in Central 
Florida rural Latino migrant and immigrant 
communities, to examine multilevel barriers 
to that reduces access to and acceptance of 
COVID-19 vaccines at individual, interpersonal, 
institutional (e.g., health care system) 
and community levels. AIM 3: determine 
potential dissemination methods of effective 
therapeutics in ambulatory care settings. 
Inform development of intervention strategies 
and tools to increase access to and acceptability 
of testing in rural Latino migrant and immigrant 
groups in the Central Florida region.

Funder: National Institutes of Health

Status: New Award

Amount: $906,807

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities Education, 
Research and Service (UCEDD)
PI: Fox, Lise

Abstract: The Florida Center for Inclusive Communities 
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 Training

Early Childhood

Developing, Testing and Evaluating a Group 
Coaching Approach as Part of a System of 
Differentiated Professional Development 
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Early Childhood

Florida Pyramid Model Implementation
PI: Fox, Lise

Abstract: Provides the expertise necessary to assist the 
Office of Early Learning (OEL) with creating 
the structure for the implementation of the 
Pyramid Model for Promoting Social Emotional 
Competence in Infants and Young Children 
(Pyramid Model) statewide within early 
education programs to address the social and 
emotional development and mental health 
needs of young children.

Funder: Florida Department of Early Learning

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $20,995

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida.

Hillsborough HIPPY Parental Involvement 
Program (HHPIP)
PI: Jordan, Tracy

Abstract: The Hillsborough HIPPY Parent Involvement 
Project (HHPIP) is a county-wide home visiting 
model for caregivers of young children 
designed to increase school readiness 
and utilizes parent involvement in their 
childrens education. This contract funds 235 
children ages 3-5 and 185 parents residing 
in Hillsborough County. The project has 
collaborative partnerships with (subcontracts) 
Mental Health Care, Inc. and Bible-Based 
Fellowship Church of Temple Terrace, Inc. It 
also supports the activities of the Florida HIPPY 
State Office located in FCIC/USF. The State 
Office provides administrative support, training, 
technical assistance, quality monitoring, 
advocacy, and research and evaluation 
support to HIPPY programs in Florida. The 
HIPPY curricula are focused on specific school 
readiness skills including visual discrimination, 
phonemic awareness, pre-math concepts, self-
concept, creativity, problem-solving, and logical 
thinking, as well as active parental involvement 
in the learning process. HIPPY programs serve 
families from a variety of racial, ethnic, and 
cultural backgrounds. The HIPPY program 
is free to parents and is delivered by HIPPY 
home visitors who live in the same targeted 
high-need communities as the families they 
serve. The four essential features of the HIPPY 
model include role playing, home visits, group 
meetings and a staff of home visitors. HIPPY’s 
systematic program of role playing during 
home visits and group meetings is designed 
to engage parents in learning activities with 
their children and to promote the view of 
themselves as active agents in their children’s 
education and schooling.

Funder: The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $1,407,396

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 
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Research &
 Training

Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters
PI: Jordan, Tracy

Abstract: The Home Instruction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters (HIPPY) program is a national home 
visiting model for caregivers of young children 
designed to increase school readiness and to 
foster parent involvement in their children’s 
education and in community life. This contract 
funds HIPPY programs at 14 sites throughout 
Florida. It also supports the activities of the 
Florida HIPPY State Office located here at USF 
in FCIC. This office provides administrative 
support, training, technical assistance, quality 
monitoring, outreach and advocacy, and 
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Statewide Implementation of Pyramid Model
PI: Fox, Lise

Abstract: The project assists the Office of Early Learning 
(OEL) with creating the structure for the 
implementation of the Pyramid Model for 
Promoting Social Emotional Competence in 
Infants and Young Children (Pyramid Model) 
statewide within early education programs to 
address the social and emotional development 
and mental health needs of young children.

Funder: Florida Department of Education

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $118,123

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 
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Facts, Figures, and Data Support on Child 
Well-Being

Kids Count 2020
PI: Dollard, Norin

Abstract: The objective of Florida KIDS COUNT is to 
inform Floridians and their policy makers 
about the quality of life for Florida’s children, 
and to build leadership and accountability 
for action on behalf of our children. Using 
selected key well-being indicators and general 
demographic profiles, Florida KIDS COUNT 
provides a consistent and reliable source of 
information that is adaptable to a variety 
of uses such as policy analysis, grant and 
proposal writing, needs assessments and 
public education. Data are made available 
for use at the national, state and local levels 
and include county specific information, 
statewide measures and comparisons among 
counties and regions within Florida. National 
comparisons are also available. FKC annually 
updates and disseminates national, statewide 
and county-level data on key indicators for 
Florida’s children.

Funder: Annie E Casey Foundation

Status: Continuing

Amount: $100,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 
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Positive Behavior Support

Positive Behavior Interventions and Support: 
Multitiered System of Support Project
PI: Kincaid, Don

Abstract: Because significant behavior problems 
contribute to unsafe school environments and 
reductions in student performance, the Florida 
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support 
(FLPBIS) project is committed to assisting 
schools to develop effective discipline, social 
skills teaching, and behavior support strategies 
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Quality Improvement 

Evaluation of Pinellas Open Doors Project
PI: Abella, Anna

Abstract: This evaluation involves: 1) Development 
a logic model to demonstrate the systems 
change framework as it relates to the Pinellas 
Open Doors project, 2) Assessment of the 
project objective to improve collaboration 
between major funders, policy makers, and 
health services providers in Pinellas County 
through participation in partner meetings, 
stakeholder interviews, and policy analysis, 
and 3) Assessment of the behavioral and 
health services outcomes of participants 
through the analysis of records provided by 
project partners (i.e., county jail, emergency 
rooms, detoxification facilities, Department of 
Health) and through the administration of the 
Functional Assessment Rating Scale (FARS).

Funder: Central Florida Behavioral Health Network

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $100,000

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Florida’s Child Welfare Information and 
Training Gateway
PI:
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Reduction in Mental Health Disparities

Making Connections for Mental Health
PI: McNeish, Roxann

Abstract: This comprehensive and collaborative 
evaluation assesses the implementation 
of the Making Connections Initiative at 16 
sites across the U.S. The Making Connections 
Initiative funds the development of upstream, 
community-level mental health and well-
being strategies for men and boys of color and 
veterans.

Funder: Movember Foundation

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $2,337,808

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida.

School Success

A Close Inspection of the Academic Language 
Used by K-3 Students
PI: Spencer, Trina

Abstract: This exploratory project leverages the expertise 
of education researchers (Trina Spencer, 
University of South Florida) and corpus linguists 
(Randy Reppen and Doug Biber, Northern 
Arizona University) to create a large database 
of K-3 students’ academic language. The 
exploratory project partners with Hillsborough 
County Public Schools HOST program to 
elevate reading and writing achievement by 
promoting a sustained focus
on academic language beginning as soon as
students enter school. This project involves 
collecting narrative and expository language
samples from 3,000 K-3 students to help
indicate where intervention should be directed.
Because the overarching aim of this effort is to
reduce the language-based achievement gap,
the results will inform the future development
of academic language educational materials.
Researchers will also produce grade level
sequences of vocabulary and grammatical
features that educators can address during core
instruction.

Funder: US Department of Education

Status: Continuing

Amount: $1,326,661

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 
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Research &
 Training

Substance Abuse

Evaluation of the State Targeted Response and 
Partnership for Success Projects
PI: Lipien (Rohrer), Leokadia

Abstract: This project involves the evaluation of services 
for two projects that are designed to address 
the opioid crisis in Florida. The first project is 
Florida’s Opioid State Targeted Response (STR) 
project, which provides life-skills training to 
middle and high school students in six rural 
counties in order to prevent opioid misuse. The 
STR project also aims to reduce opioid-related 
deaths and enhance medication-assisted 
treatment. The second project is Partnerships 
for Success (PFS), which is designed to reduce 
prescription drug misuse and the nonmedical 
use of opioids among adolescents and adults 
in three rural and five urban areas of Florida. 
The PFS project aims to provide school-based 
prevention training in three rural and five 
urban schools, build awareness of the opioid 
epidemic, provide training for overdose 
prevention, monitor drug trends across the 
state, and improve care coordination for 
substance abuse treatment.

Funder: Florida Department of Children and Families

Status: New Award

Amount: $34,500

USF Goals:
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Parent Partners for Families of Miami-Dade 
County
PI: Callejas, Linda

Abstract: This project examines efforts to establish an 
integrated continuum of care for families with 
parental substance misuse/use disorders and 
children in substitute care. A key component 
of this project will include a randomized 
controlled trial (RCT) to test a peer specialist 
intervention focused on the following child 
safety outcomes: reducing child length 
of stay in out of home care, reducing the 
number of child placements once in care, and 
reducing re-entry into the system, as well as 
an implementation sub-study to document 
project implementation and assess factors 
associated with implementation of the peer 
support model (“Parent Partners”). In addition, 
we will focus on the following child/family 
well-being outcomes: increasing parental 
engagement into substance treatment, 
increasing parental protective capacities, and 
increasing child engagement into needed 
behavioral health services.

Funder: Citrus Health Network, Inc.

Status: Continuing Award

Amount: $227,414

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

Substance Abuse Regional Partnership Grants to Increase the 
Well-Being of, and to Improve the Permanency 
Outcomes for, Children Affected by Substance 
Abuse
PI: Landers, Monica

Abstract: This study provides an evaluation of a 
partnership that integrates programs, activities, 
and services in an effort to increase well-
being, improve permanency, and enhance the 
safety of children involved in the child welfare 
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Workforce Development

Access Vets
PI: Cruz, Areana

Abstract: The purpose of the study is to evaluate the 
effects of the ACCESS-Vets intervention on 
employment outcomes of Veterans with spinal 
cord injury (SCI). The short-term goal is to 
determine effectiveness of the ACCESS- Vets 
with Veterans with SCI. The long-term goal is 
to guide research and practices for adoption of 
customizable employment (CE) (ACCESS-Vets) 
as part of evidence-informed VHA services to 
improve employment outcomes for Veterans 
with SCI. Specific Aims. The proposed three-
year mixed-methods, multiple baseline design 
study will test the ACCESS-Vets intervention 
within a sample of Veterans with SCI.

Funder: James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital

Status: New Award

Amount: $122,494

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Access Vets
PI: Dillahunt-Aspillaga, Christina

Abstract: The purpose of the study is to evaluate the 
effects of the ACCESS-Vets intervention on 
employment outcomes of Veterans with spinal 
cord injury (SCI). The short-term goal is to 
determine effectiveness of the ACCESS- Vets 
with Veterans with SCI. The long-term goal is 
to guide research and practices for adoption of 
customizable employment (CE) (ACCESS-Vets) 
as part of evidence-informed VHA services to 
improve employment outcomes for Veterans 
with SCI. Specific Aims. The proposed three-
year mixed-methods, multiple baseline design 
study will test the ACCESS-Vets intervention 
within a sample of Veterans with SCI.

Funder: James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital

Status: New Award

Amount: $75,965

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 

Access Vets
PI: Jorgensen-Smith, Tammy

Abstract: The purpose of the study is to evaluate the 
effects of the ACCESS-Vets intervention on 
employment outcomes of Veterans with 
SCI. The short-term goal is to determine 
effectiveness of the ACCESS- Vets with 
Veterans with SCI. The long-term goal is to 
guide research and practices for adoption 
of CE (ACCESS-Vets) as part of evidence-
informed VHA services to improve employment 
outcomes for Veterans with SCI. Specific Aims. 
The proposed three-year mixed-methods, 
multiple baseline design study will test the 
ACCESS-Vets intervention within a sample of 
Veterans with SCI.

Funder: James A. Haley Veteran’s Hospital

Status: New Award

Amount: $82,444

USF Goals: 2. Conduct high-impact research and 
innovation to advance frontiers of 
knowledge, solve global problems and 
improve lives. 

3. Be a major social and economic engine 
creating robust global, national and 
regional partnerships to build a prosperous 
and sustainable future for our regional 
communities and the State of Florida. 
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Workforce Development

Institute for Translational Research Education 
in Adolescent Drug Abuse
PI: Massey, Oliver T

Abstract:
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IMPACT Activities (July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021)
Appointments

	�ABAI, Connecting the Dots Blogger, Catia Covidini-Motta, PhD, 
BCBA-D

	�ABAI, Program Accreditation Site Visitor, Catia Cividini-Motta, 
PhD, BCBA-D

	�American Evaluation Association (AEA) Collaborative, 
Participatory, and Empowerment Topical Interest Group, 
Program Co-Chair, Connie Walker, PhD

	�American Psychological Association, Division 25, Program 
Chair, Sarah Bloom, PhD, BCBA-D

	�BACB®, Subject Matter Committee Member, Catia Cividini-
Motta, PhD, BCBA-D

	�CFS Faculty Search Committee, Chair, Raymond Miltenberger, 
PhD, BCBA-D

	� Faculty Senate Executive Committee, Member, Raymond 
Miltenberger, PhD, BCBA-D

	� Florida Center for Inclusive Communities (FCIC), Affiliate 
Faculty, Catia Cividini-Motta, PhD, BCBA-D

	� Florida Department of Education, Council for Early Grade 
Success, Member, Jason L. Anthony, PhD  
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
Books

	�Abella, A.D., Ismajli, F. & Callejas, L.M. (2020). Exploring the 
potential benefits of virtual child welfare services. In Child 
Welfare League of America (Ed.), COVID-19 and child welfare: 
Challenges and responses essay collection (pp. 7-12). CWLA Press.   

	� Levin, B.L., & Hanson, A. (Eds.). (2020). Foundations of behavioral 
health. Springer Nature.

	�Hemmeter, M. L., Ostrosky, M., & Fox, L. (Eds.). (2021). Unpacking 
the pyramid model: A practical guide for preschool teachers.  Paul 
H. Brookes.

Conference Presentations
	�Abella, A., & Landers, M. (2020, October). Data in the dark 
- The limitations of capturing the full story in human services 
evaluation 

�„
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
	�Chen, Y-J. I., Carlo, M.S., Cheng, K., Barr, C., & August, D. (2020, 
July). Developmental di�erences in the ability to apply cognate 
knowledge as a cue to meaning of unfamiliar English words 
[Paper presentation]. 27th annual meeting of the Society 
for the Scientific Study of Reading, Newport Beach, CA. 
(Conference canceled)

	�Chiriboga, D.A., Park, N.S., Jang, Y., & Molinari, V.A. (2020, Nov). 
Change over time in linguistic acculturation: A comparison 
between Cuban and non-Cuban Hispanic immigrants 
[Poster presentation]. 73rd Annual Scientific Meeting of 
Gerontological Society of America (GSA).

	�Choi, E.Y., Jang, Y., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2020, Nov). The 
gendered  e�ects of education and acculturation on older 
Korean immigrants’ cognitive function [Poster presentation]. 
73rd Annual Scientific Meeting of Gerontological Society of 
America (GSA).

	�Cividini-Motta, C. (2020). Identi�cation and interventions 
for prompt dependency in persons with ASD [Invited Paper  
presentation]. 18th Annual conference Instituto Lahmiei   
Autismo.

	�Cividini-Motta, C. (Chair) (2021, May). Advances in the 
treatment of stereotypy in persons with Autism. In C. Cividini-
Motta (Chai), Advances in the treatment of stereotypy in 
persons with Autism  [Symposium Presentation]. Annual ABAI 
conference.

	�Cividini-Motta, C., & MacNaul, H. L. (2021, January). Kahoot! 
A fun way to incorporate active responding in the classroom 
[Poster presentation]. Sunshine State Teaching & Learning 
conference.

	�Cividini-Motta, C., Blair, K. C., Crosland, K., Ginns, D., & 
Iovannone, R. (2021, May). Interdisciplinary training to prepare 
school-based behavior analysts and school psychologists: 
Project EBAS.  In M. A. Novotny (Chair), Interdisciplinary 
collaboration to improve outcomes for children with disabilities 
in public schools [Symposium presentation]. Association for 
Behavior Analysis International (ABAI).

	�Concepcion, A., Garcia, R., & Crosland, K. (2021, May). Further 
analysis of academic procrastination in higher education [Paper 
presentation]. 47th Annual Convention of the Association for 
Behavior Analysis International.

	�Concepcion, A., & Raaymaker, T. (2021, May). Relationship 
between delay discounting and screen time among college 
students [Paper presentation]. 47th Annual Convention of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International.

	�Cook, J., Edgemon, A., Baruni, R., & Miltenberger, R. G., 
Concepcion, A. (2021, May). Tolerating tough stu�: how 
to teach getting through important but aversive situations. 
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IMPACT Activities (continued)

	� Evanovich, L. L., & Martinez, S. (2021, April). CCEIS equity 
pro�le and disproportionate discipline [Invited Virtual]. Florida 
Professional Association of Staffing Specialists (FL-PASS).

	� Evanovich, L., & Martinez, S. (2021, March). Connecting and 
building relationships through proactive restorative practice 
circles [Invited Virtual Workshop]. 18th Annual International 
Conference on Positive Behavior Support.

	� Evanovich, L., Kern, L., & Vanover, R. (2021, March). Yes, it can be 
done: Integrating restorative practices into virtual tier 1 [Virtual 
Session]. 18th Annual International Conference on Positive 
Behavior Support.

	� Evans, T., Concepcion, A., & Garcia, R. (2021, May). The e�ects 
of group contingencies in online graduate courses [Paper 
presentation]. 47th Annual Convention of the Association for 
Behavior Analysis International.

	�
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)

	�Hordges, S., Crosland, K., & DePaolo, J. (2021, May). Choice 
vs. Reinforcement for Decreasing Disruptive Behavior 
for Students with Emotional and Behavioral Disorders. 
In K. Crosland (Chair), Evidence-Based Practices in Schools: 
Supporting Students at the Class-wide Level, Individual Level, 
and via Telehealth [Symposium]. 47th annual meeting of the 
Association for Behavior Analysis International. 

	� Iovannone, R. & Kincaid, D. (October 23, 2020). Tier 3 supports 
for students with intensive needs: basic, comprehensive and 
systems approaches [Invited presentation]. Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Support Implementers Forum, Chicago, IL.

	� Iovannone, R. (2020, October). Comprehensive FBA/BIP practices 
for tier 3 [Presentation]. Virtual PBIS Leadership Forum.

	� Iovannone, R. (2021, February). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR) 
high school [Presentation]. Virtual CalTAC PBIS Symposium.

	� Iovannone, R. (2021, March). Prevent-Teach-Reinforce (PTR): An  
individualized behavior intervention process feasible for school 
implementation [Presentation]. 18th International Virtual 
Conference on Positive Behavior Support.

	� Iovannone, R., & Iadarola, S. (2021, May). A modular approach 
for autism programming in schools (MAAPS): Virtual adaptation 
to a pilot study [Presentation]. 47th Annual Convention Online 
of the Association of Behavior Analysis International.

	� Jang, Y., Lubben, J., Chi, I., Powers, D.A Park, N.S., & Chiriboga, 
D.A. (2021, January). Performance of an abbreviated Lubben 
Social Network Scale among three ethnic groups of older Asian 
Americans [Poster presentation]. 254th Annual Conference of 
the Society for Social Work and Research.

	� Jang, Y., Park,J., Choi, E.Y., Cho, Y.J., Park, N.S., & Chiriboga, 
D.A. (2021, January). Social isolation in Asian Americans: Risks 
associated with socio-demographic, health, and immigration 
factors [Poster presentation]. 254th Annual Conference of the 
Society for Social Work and Research.

	� Jimenez-Gomez, C., Rey, C., Bloom, S. E., & Gharapetian, L. 
(2020, August). Discussant. 
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
	�Park, N.S., Jang, Y., Yoon, J., & Chiriboga, D.A. (2021, January). 
The relationship of social isolation with mental distress among 
older Korean Americans: The role of positive social environment 
[Poster presentation]. 254th Annual Conference of the Society 
for Social Work and Research.

	�Perkins, E. A., & Goldschmidt, J. (2020, June). Diagnostic 
overshadowing: Understanding the implications of 
underdiagnosis in IDD healthcare [Panel session]. AAIDD 2021 
Annual Meeting and Conference.

	�Pinzón, M., Callejas, L.M., & Bailey, R. (2021, May). Promotoras: 
Linking systems and underserved L.65 sis in(or)15 U8 632.65 Tm
[(0Pic c) (ormm)5(or)un
/P < 
/P <</Lang (en-US)/MCID 5679 >>BDC 
BT
0 Tw 81 Tf
0.01 Tw 10 6 684.15 Tm
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
	� Spencer, T.D. (2020, September). Narrative intervention: 
How and why [Invited training]. North Palos School District, 
Chicago, IL.

	� Spencer, T.D. (2021, February). Implementation support 
strategies for academic language [Invited training]. Oakland 
Schools, Oakland, MI.

	� Spencer, T.D. (2021, January). Building oral language using story  
champs [Invited webinar]. Language Dynamics Group, LLC.

	��
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
	� 	Korean Journal of Special Education, Editorial Board Member, 
Kwang-Sun Blair, PhD, BCBA-D

	� 	Language Speech Hearing Services in Schools, Editorial Board 
Reviewer, Trina D. Spencer, PhD, BCBA-D

	� 	Learning Disability Practice, Editorial Board, Elizabeth Perkins, 
PhD

	� 	Preventing School Failure, Consulting Editor, Heather George, 
PhD

	� 	Public Anthropologies Section, American Anthropological 
Journal, Associate Editor, Linda M. Callejas

	� 	Reading Research Quarterly, Editorial Review Board, Maria S. 
Carlo, PhD

	� 	

http://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/early-
http://www.abcactionnews.com/news/back-to-school/
http://www.abcactionnews.com/news/back-to-school/
http://www.abcactionnews.com/news/back-to-school/
http://www.abcactionnews.com/news/back-to-school/
http://www.specialedconnection.com/
http://www.specialedconnection.com/
http://www.specialedconnection.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/episodes/language-progress-
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/episodes/language-progress-
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/episodes/language-progress-
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.slpnerdcast.com/
http://www.andersoncenterforautism.org/-/dr.-trina-spencer-
http://www.andersoncenterforautism.org/-/dr.-trina-spencer-
http://www.andersoncenterforautism.org/-/dr.-trina-spencer-
http://www.instagram.com/tv/CMOG93DH_Ch/
http://www.instagram.com/tv/CMOG93DH_Ch/
http://www.instagram.com/tv/CMOG93DH_Ch/
http://www.instagram.com/tv/
http://www.instagram.com/tv/
http://www.instagram.com/tv/
https://twitter.com/NCIBehaviors/DMDebra Mowery1738615941issues with these twostatus/1310610758452027392
https://twitter.com/NCIBehaviors/DMDebra Mowery1738615941issues with these twostatus/1310610758452027392
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

	�Abella, A. D., Ismajli, F., & Callejas, L. M. (2020). Exploring the 
potential benefits of virtual child welfare services. COVID-19 
and Child Welfare: Challenges and Responses, CWLA Press.

	�Ahole, Z., Tucker, M., Degeneffe, C., Romero, S., & Dillahunt- 
Aspillaga, C. (2021). Return to school outcomes among adults 
with TBI one year after rehabilitation discharge: A TBIMS 
Study [Unpublished manuscript]. Child and Family Studies, 
University of South Florida. 

	�Ahonle, Z., Tucker, M., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C., Degeneffe, C., & 
Romero, S. (2021). Return to school among individuals with 
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
	�Giambrone, J., & Miltenberger, R. (2020). Using video self- 
evaluation to enhance the performance of competitive 
dancers. Behavior Analysis in Practice, 13, 445-453. https://doi. 
org/10.1007/s40617-019-00395-w

	�Gutierrez Arvizu, M. N. & Spencer, T. D. (2020). Comprensión 
auditiva en inglés con cuentos en primaria en México. Lenguas 
en Context, 11, 30-37. http://www.facultaddelenguas.com/ 
lencontexto/?idrevista=28#28.30

	�Hanashiro-Parson, H. & Miltenberger, R. (2021). An evaluation 
of token and monetary reinforcement on physical activity 
exhibited by adults with intellectual disabilities in a group 
home setting. Behavior Analysis: Research and Practice. 
Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1037/ 
bar0000215

	�Heinicke, M., Stiede, J., Miltenberger, R., & Woods, W. (2020). 
Reducing risky behavior with habit reversal: A review of 
behavioral strategies to reduce habitual hand-to-head 
behaviors. Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, 53(3), 1225- 
1236. https://doi.org/10.1002/jaba.745

	�Hemmeter, M. L., Fox, L., Snyder, P., Algina, J., Hardy, J., Bishop, 
C., & Veguilla, M. (2021). Corollary child outcomes of the 
Pyramid Model professional development efficacy trial. 
Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 54, 204-218. https://doi. 
org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2020.08.004

	� Ibarra, S., Parrott, D., Waldman, W., Hammond, F., Dillahunt- 
Aspillaga, C., & Trexler, L. (2020). Provision of resource 
facilitation services for Individuals with acquired brain injury 
across the United States: Results of a 2018 resource facilitator 
provider survey. Brain Injury, 34(6). 732-740. https://doi.org/10. 
1080/02699052.2020.1749931

	� Jang, Y., Chiriboga, D. A., Park, N. S., Yoon, H., Cho, Y. J., Hong, 
S., Nam, S., Rhee, M. K., Bernstein, K. S., & Kim, M. T. (2021). The 
role of self-rated mental health in seeking professional mental 
health services among older Korean immigrants. Aging & 
Mental Health, 25(7), 1332-1337. https://doi.org/10.1080/1360 
7863.2020.1758908

	� Jang, Y., Choi, E. Y., Franco, Y., Park, N. S., Chiriboga, D. A., 
& Kim, M,T. (2021). Discordance between subjective and 
objective cognitive function in older Korean A Tf
Injury, 34
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
	� Lee, C. E., Burke, M. M., & Perkins, E. A. (in press). Compound 
caregiving: Toward a research agenda. Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities.

	� López, L. M. & Foster, M. E. (2021). Examining heterogeneity 
among Latino dual language learners’ school readiness 
profiles of English and Spanish at the end of Head Start. 
Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 73. Advance 
online. https://doi.org/10.

	�MacNaul, H., Cividini-Motta, C., Wilson, S., & Di Paola, H. (2021). 
A systematic review of research on stability of preference 
assessment outcomes across repeated administrations. 
Behavioral Interventions. Advance online publication. https://
doi.org/10.1002/bin.1792

	�MacNaul, H., Garcia, R., Cividini-Motta, C., & Thacker, I. 
(2021). Effect of assignment choice on student academic 
performance in an online class. Behavior Analysis in Practice. 
Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40617- 
021-00566-8

	�Makris, A., Khaliq, M., & Perkins, E. (2021). A scoping review 
of behavior change interventions to decrease health care 
disparities for patients with disabilities in a primary care 
setting: Can social marketing play a role? Social Marketing 
Quarterly, 27(1), 48-63.

	�Mandel, N. R., Cividini-Motta, C., & Schram, J. (2021). An 
evaluation of the impact of stimulus mode on acquisition, 
maintenance, and generalization of tacts of actions. Behavioral 
Interventions. Advance online publication. https:// doi.
org/10.1002/bin.1792

	�Massey, O. T., Vroom, E. B., & Weston, A. N. (2021). 
Implementation of school-based behavioral health services 
over time: A longitudinal, multi-level qualitative study. School 
Mental Health. doi:10.1007/s12310-020-09407-5

	�McNeish, R., Rigg, K., Delva, J., Schadrac, D., Turvey, C., Walsh, S 
& Borde, C. (2020). Media coverage of the mental health and 
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
	�Park, N. S., Chiriboga, D. A., & Chung, S. (2020). A typology of 
social networks and its relationship to psychological well- 
being in Korean adults. The International Journal of Aging and 
Human Development, 90(3), 211–233.

	�Park, N. S., Chiriboga, D. A., & Chung, S. (2021). The effect 
of social capital and family support on loneliness among 
Korean adults: Intergenerational differences. Journal of 
Intergenerational Relationships, 19(1), 1-15.

	�

�„
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
	� Smith, S. A., Foster, M. E., Briggs Baffoe-Djan, J., Li, Z., & Sun, 
Y. (2020). Unifying the current self, ideal self, attributions, 
self-authenticity, and intended effort: A partial replication 
study among Chinese University English Learners. System, 95. 
Advance Online. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2020.102377

	� Smith, T. J. (2021). Multicultural ethics in rehabilitation 
services. Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 54(3), 295-304. 
https://doi.org/10.3233/JVR-211140

	� Smith, T.J., Dillahunt-Aspillaga, C.J., Chou, C.C., Ching, D. 
& Weston, A. (2020). Rehabilitation scholarship program: 
A solution to personnel shortages in the vocational 
rehabilitation system. Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 
52(3), 267-277. https://dx.doi.org/10.3233/JVR-201076

	� Spencer, T. D. (2021). Ten critical instructional design efforts: 
Application of Direct Instruction to the promotion of diverse 
learners’ narrative language. Behavior Analysis in Practice.

	� Spencer, T. D., & Petersen, D. B. (2020). Narrative intervention: 
Principles to practice. Language, Speech, and Hearing Services 
in Schools, 51(4), 1081-1096. https://doi.org/10.1044/2020_ 
LSHSS-20-00015

	� Spencer, T. D., Moran, M. K., Thompson, M. S., Petersen, D. B., 
& Restrepo, M. A. (2020). Early efficacy of multi-tiered dual 
language instruction: Promoting preschoolers’ Spanish and 
English oral language. AERA Open, 6(1), 1-16. https://doi. 
org/10.1177/2332858419897886

	� Stern, M., Gray, H., & Mazzeo, S. (2020). Improving health 
behaviors of obese pediatric cancer survivors: Participation 
and attrition considerations. Journal of Cancer Studies and 
Therapeutics, 1, 1-5.

	� Stern, M., Gray, H., Ruble, K., Soca Lozano, S., Albizu-Jacob, A., 
Williams, J., Godder, K., Fuemmeler, B., & Mazzeo, S. (2021). A 
cluster-randomized trial targeting parents of pediatric cancer 
survivors with obesity: Rationale and protocol of NOURISH-T+. 
Contemporary Clinical Trials, 102, doi.org/10.1016/j. 
cct.2021.106296. PMID: 33515782; NIHMS1669626

	�
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Reviewers
Abstracts

	�
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IMPACT Activities (continued)
	�
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IMPACT  Activities (continued)
Technical Reports

	�Abella, A., Landers, M., & Ismajli, F., (2021). Evaluation of the 
Pinellas integrated care alliance (PICA) implementation, annual  
report year 3: Final report. Tampa, FL: Submitted to the Central 
Florida Behavioral Health Network. University of South Florida, 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, Child and 
Family Studies.

	�Abella, A., Landers, M., Ismajli, F., & Carmona, Y. (2020). 
Evaluation of the Pinellas integrated care alliance (PICA) 
implementation, interim report year 3. Tampa, FL: Submitted to 
the Central Florida Behavioral Health Network. University of 
South Florida, College of Behavioral and Community Sciences, 
Child and Family Studies.

	�Burton, D.L. & Albizu-Jacob, A. (2020). Final evaluation report 
for trauma-informed infant family mental health collaborative. 

http://ddwaitlist.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/2021_EndtheWait_
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IMPACT Activities (continued)

http://trinastoolbox.com/product_SPS.html
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Acronyms
ABA Applied Behavior Analysis
ACCESS !ŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ /ǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ 9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ
ACRM !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ
ADAPT+ !ŘŀǇǘŀƴŘƻ 5ƛŜǘŀ ȅ !ŎŎƛƽƴ tŀǊŀ ¢ƻŘƻǎ
ARCA /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ
BCBA .ƻŀǊŘ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘ
BCBA-D .ƻŀǊŘ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ !ƴŀƭȅǎǘπ5ƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ
BIAF .Ǌŀƛƴ LƴƧǳǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ
CDMRP /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

Programs
CRC /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ
EFT 9Ƴƻǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ CƻŎǳǎŜŘ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ
ENCORE 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ wŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴ 

tǊƻƧŜŎǘ
EPPC 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ
FRA CƭƻǊƛŘŀ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ
MCAP aŀǎǘŜǊǎ /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ !ŘŘƛŎǝƻƴ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ όa/!tύ
MOM aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ
NCRE bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ
NIH bŀǝƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ
NRA bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ
NRCA bŀǝƻƴŀƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ
RSA wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ
SIOP {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŜŘƛŀǘǊƛŎ hƴŎƻƭƻƎȅ
SMHCA {ǳƴŎƻŀǎǘ aŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ
TBI ¢ǊŀǳƳŀǝŎ .Ǌŀƛƴ LƴƧǳǊȅ
VECAP ±ƻŎŀƛƻƴŀƭ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 

Professionals 
VEWAA ±ƻŎŀǝƻƴ9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ !ŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘ 
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