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Welcome from the Humanities Institute
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Processing Through Creativity 
3:30pm – 4:30pm (MSC 3708) 
Moderator: Liz Kicak, M.F.A. 

Peyton Bailey (ENG) 
Liminality

Jennifer Bainbridge (IAB) 
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Breakfast 
9:30am – 10:00am (MSC 3707)
 
Poster Session  
10:00am – 11:00am (MSC 3707)

Changing Life for the Better in the 16th and 17th Centuries 
11:00am – 12:00pm (MSC 3708)
Moderator: Liz Kicak, M.F.A.   

Madison Crosby (COM and PHI) 
Montaigne on Modern Education: Why Teaching Philosophy Promotes 
Better Lives  
Ysabella Dace (HTY) 
Fashion and Gender in Nun Arcangela Tarabotti’s Antisatire 

Ashton Hopson (ENG) 
Abolitionist or Empath: The Use of Genre in Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko 

Lunch  
12:00pm – 1:00pm (MSC 3707)

The Cutting Edge: Contemporary Art, Theatre, and Music 
1:00pm – 2:15pm (MSC 3708)
Moderator: Nicole Discenza, Ph.D. 

Maria Carrillo (JOU and ENG) 
The Boyband Fangirl 



7

The Humanities and Healthcare 
1:00pm – 2:15pm (MSC 3704)
Moderator: Holly Donahue Singh, Ph.D. 

Danaika Cherichel (BMS) 
Implicit Bias Contribution to Racial Health Disparities

Anoushka Patel (BMS) 
The Battle Between Cultural Assimilation and Success of International 
College Students in the United States of America

Sarah Whiting (HTY) and Emilie Garnier (HTY)
How the Humanities Study Death: Interviews on Death in Scholarship

Exploring Gender Through Literature 
2:30pm – 3:45pm (MSC 3708) 
Moderator: Lindy Davidson, M.Div, Ph.D.

NM Flores (WGS)
Starting Them Young: Deconstructing the Gender Binary Through Chil-
dren’s Literature and Gender Creative Parenting Techniques

Kayley Hogan (ENG) 
A Woman’s Work: Redefining Modern Masculinity and Feminity in James 
Joyce’s “The Dead” 
Kiersten Spanos (ENG) 
“A London’s Summer Morning” as a Reflection of the True Romantic Era

Victoria Vadell (ENG) 
A Sinner Buried a Saint: A Character Study of Isabella in Aphra Behn’s The 
History of the Nun; or, The Fair Vow-Breaker

Dangerous Criticism: Critiquing the Powerful 
2:30pm – 3:45pm (MSC 3704) 
Moderator: Liz Kicak, M.F.A.

Mika Hadi (CMB) 
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Madison Crosby 
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seling psychology. Currently, she teaches preschool children at a Tampa childcare facility 
and hopes to one day be a child psychologist.

Josephine George 
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Scholar studying Biomedical Sciences on the 7-year BS/MD track. He volunteers with 
Feeding Tampa Bay, donates Platelets regularly, and is helping develop a Medical Hu-
manities organization in the Honors College, while also competing on USF’s Club Table 
Tennis team. In the future, he aspires to become a Surgeon for Doctors Without Borders 
in Latin America in order to help alleviate health disparities in impoverished corners of 
the world.

Angelica Johnson  
Angelica is a literary studies English major finishing up her final semester at USF. She is 
an editor at Thread, USF’s undergraduate magazine, and is looking forward to studying 
at the University of Exeter in Spring 2022. This is her third presentation at the Under-
graduate Humanities Conference, and she cannot wait to continue her research as she 
pursues graduate programs in the future.

Anna Khoury  
Anna is a second-year student at USF, majoring in English with a concentration in Literary 
Studies. She is pursuing a minor in Classics and is also a member of the Judy Genshaft 
Honors College, USF’s English Honors Program, and Sigma Tau Delta Honors Society. 
She is a second-year editor for USF’s Thread Magazine and currently works at USF’s 
Writing Studio as a writing consultant.

Finn Kirk 
Finn is beginning their fourth year of college education, with a major in Creative Writing 
and a minor in Classics. They are involved in the Fencing Club and the TTRPG club here 
at USF, and hopes to publish their fiction in novels and television someday.

Vishaal Kunta  
Vishaal is a third year Biomedical Science student who is aspiring to become a physi-
cian. He’s involved in a research lab at Moffitt Cancer Center where he studies Chronic 
lymphocytic leukemia (CLL) and is involved in clubs on campus like Students Helping 
Honduras and SASE. He plans on attending medical school upon graduation and in his 
free time he enjoys skateboarding, photography, and listening to music.

Emily Luce  
Emily is majoring in Sociology and graduating December 2021. She is involved with intra-
mural softball and part of the Sociology/ISS club. Emily is a member Alpha Kappa Delta 
Epsilon of Florida Chapter, the International Sociology Honor Society.

Kathy Mai 
Kathy is a junior honors college student studying biomedical sciences and psychology. 
She is involved in Dr. Wilkin’s Connections class and is involved in Medlife and CCLC. 
Kathy plans to attend medical school after graduation and plans to contribute to further-
ing art facilitation therapy techniques at the Tampa museum of Art.

Mathew Mattamana  
Mathew is a 3rd year student studying biomedical sciences. He is an executive board 
member for the Society of Asian Scientists and Engineers (SASE) and Chemistry Society. 
Mat is currently working as a resident assistant at USF Tampa campus and volunteers at 
a nonprofit bicycle shop. Mat plans on graduating in Spring of 2022 and start a Master’s 
in Public Health.
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Kyden Payne  
Kyden is a current 4th year English Major and Psychology Minor on the pre-med track. 
Kyden has been president of three organizations on campus throughout his undergradu-
ate career so far including the university literary magazine, Thread, USF’s Chapter of Phi 
Delta Epsilon, and a club he started on his own dedicated to the field of orthopedics and 
athletic medicine (OAM). Kyden is also involved on campus as The Oracle paper delivery 
driver, a member of the 2021 Homecoming Court, and the sole Undergraduate Repre-
sentative for the English Major across all three campuses. Kyden is a published fiction, 
poetry and comic book author through various magazines and mediums and hopes to 
start a nonprofit to help injured athletes from disadvantaged backgrounds who have had 
their athletic-based scholarships taken away continue their education at a university-lev-
el. After graduating in the Spring of 2022, Kyden plans to become certified as an EMT 
and work within the Tampa area while pursuing a place within medical school to become 
a surgical physician.

Vaidehi Persad  
Vaidehi is a second-year undergraduate student at the University of South Florida 
pursuing a major in Chemistry and double minor in Public Health and Women & Gender 
Studies. Vaidehi is currently working as a Safe & Healthy Schools intern at Equality Flor-
ida while serving USF Student Government’s judicial branch as a Supreme Court Senior 
Justice. Vaidehi is recognized as a 2021 CUPS Scholar and 2021 HKS PPLC Alumni. In 
the past year, Vaidehi has worked with the Detroit-based NGO, the Green Door Initiative, 
and has served as an undergraduate research assistant for USF Department of Anthro-
pology’s EcoFem Lab. Vaidehi’s professional aspirations and interests lie in the intersec-
tions of gender and health equity.

Sarah Phillips  
Sarah is a Judy Genshaft Honors College student studying Marine Biology and Envi-
ronmental Science and Policy. She is currently employed at the Florida Conservation 
and Technology Center in Apollo Beach, working on coral reef restoration projects and 
educating guests on sea turtle rehabilitation and coral greenhouse work. She plans to 
continue her education at a research-based master’s degree program after her gradua-
tion in May.

Andrés Poblete  
Andrés is a 3rd year student at USF who is studying English and Philosophy. He is in-
volved with the USF Honors choir, USF music community program, and the USF Male Em-
powerment Network. He also enjoys interviewing people for his podcast, the “FOOLON-
COOL podcast”, in order to learn from the experiences of others. He is deeply committed 
to working to empower people to realize their full potential, as he struggled with this in 
the past.

Genevieve Popola 
Genevieve is studying History and Anthropology with the intent of eventually attending 
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is passionate about advocating for individuals with disabilities and draws on her own 
personal experiences as a part of the chronic illness community to spread awareness to 
others.

Daelyn Quinn 
Daelyn is a National Merit and U.S. Presidential Scholar studying Cell and Molecular 
Biology with a minor in Spanish. She is a leader in the USF Navigators ministry and 
a volunteer on the research team at Shriners Children’s Hospital Genomics Institute 
Laboratory. She also volunteers at Lakeland Volunteers in Medicine. She plans to attend 
medical school upon graduation.

Elizabeth Rau 
Elizabeth is a member of the Judy Genshaft Honors College studying Cell and Molecular 
Biology. She works at Moffitt Cancer Center and is involved in volunteer work with the 
Feeding Tampa Bay Organization. She plans to obtain her Masters in Business Admin-
istration in Healthcare Administration before applying for Medical School to pursue a 
career in oncology.

Madalynn Rice 
Madalynn is a Judy Genshaft Honors student majoring in Humanities and Cultural Stud-
ies and minoring in History and Literary Studies. She is involved in the JGHC Community 
Garden, CAM club, and is co-chair of the Honors LLC Book Club. Madalynn plans to 
attend graduate school and potentially get her research published.

Sean Schrader  
Sean is a Senior at the University of South Florida Studying Business Management. Sean 
is a Senator in the USF Student Government, and Student Member on the Faculty Coun-
cil on Student Admissions.

Cassidy Schuck 
Cassidy is a Community Scholar majoring in Forensic Studies and Justices and minoring 
in Sociology. She was involved with the schools’ newspaper and now plays intramural 
basketball at the St. Petersburg campus. Cassidy wants to study to relationship between 
Forensics/crime and Sociology and is thinking about graduate school if the opportunity 
presents itself. She would like to see her researched published in a journal, and see 
other sociologist use it as a resource in their future research studies.

Kiersten Spanos 
Kiersten is a Junior at USF majoring in English with a concentration in Literary Studies. 
She is currently working as a Veterinary Assistant at Pet First Animal Hospital and plans 
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Chien Truong 
Chien is an international student from Vietnam, studying pure mathematics and creative 
writing. He is a huge fan of literary realism, specifically socialist realism, as he is sur-
rounded by them growing up. Many of his creative works draw inspiration from authors 
like Nam Cao, Sholokhov, and Tolstoy. Now, he seeks to bring lesser-known Vietnamese 
literature to the world through translations.

Maha Uppal
Maha is a junior studying Biomedical Sciences in hopes of becoming neonatologist. 
Maha plans on working towards pediatric palliative care as well. Maha hopes to inspire 
people to make discussing the end of life less of a taboo in society.

Victoria Grace Vadell  
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