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R OXANNE S.  W ATSON ,  P H .D.  
A SSOCIATE  P ROFESSOR  

Z IMMERMAN SCHOOL OF A DVERTISING &  M ASS C OMMUNICATIONS  
U NIVERSITY OF SOUTH F LORIDA  

4202  F OWLER A VE .,  T AMPA ,  FL  33620  
e - mail:  rwatson@usf.edu 

EDUCATION : 
Ph.D. Mass Communications University of Florida    2006 

Cave Hill, Barbados, W.I.   

 

M.A. Journalism   University of Miami     1992 
     Cor al Gables, Florida, U.S.A.  
  
B.A. History & Social   University of the West Indies  1989 
Sciences    Mona, Jamaica, W.I.    
 

DISSERTATION TOPIC:  
A Compari s on of Publ i c Person Libel Laws in the Unit ed Stat es and the Caribbean  
          
TEACHING EXPERIENCE:  
Courses Taught as inst ru ct or on re cord:     
School of Mass Communications,  Global Media & Diversity  (MMC 6936)  
University of South Florida   The Law & Mass Media   (MMC 6612) 

Communication Theory  (MMC 6401) 
Global Media & Diversity  (MMC 4936) 
Media Law & Ethics   (MMC 4208) 

 Communications Law (MMC 4200)  
Public Affairs Reporting   (JOU 4181) 
Advanced Reporting        (JOU 3101)   
Beginning Reporting     (JOU 2100) 
 

College of Journalism &  Writing for Mass Communication  (MMC 2100) 
Communications,   Law of Mass Communication  (MMC 4200) 
University of Florida 
  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Attorney- at -Law/Associa t e,    *Provi di ng Legal servi ce s in:    2000–2002 
Watson & Watson,   *Land law & the manag e m ent of estat es;    
Attorneys -at -Law   *Civil & crimi nal liti gat ion;  
Kingston, Jamaica   *Researchi ng & advisi ng client s of thei r legal righ t s.   
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Watson, R.(2008) The Native Baptist Church’s Poli t i cal Role in Jamaica: Alexander 
Bedward’s  Trial for Sedi t i on , Journal of Caribbean History, 42(2) 231-254.   

 

Wat s on, R. (2007) Marcus Garvey ’s Trial for Sed i t i ous Libel in Jamaica, Journalism 
History, 33(3) 173-184. 

 
Watson, R ., Headwo rds “European Convent i on of Human Right s,” Encyclopedia of 

Political Communication, vol. 1, 216 (Lynda Lee Kaid & Cristina Holtz -Bacha 
(eds.), Sage Publ i cat i ons, Los Angeles, 2008).  

 
Watson, R. Headwo rds “Red Lion Broadcas t i ng v. U.S.” Encycloped ia of Political 

Communication, vol. 2, 705 (Lynda Lee Kaid & Cristina Holtz -Bacha (eds.), Sage 
Publ i cat i ons, Los Angeles, 2008).  

 
MANUSCRIPTS/BOOK PROPOSALS/ 
Watson, R. Unsung Heroes of progressive movements in Jamaica: the use of criminal 
prosecutions to suppress expression in popular movements in Colonial Jamaica: 1832-
1944.   
 

BOOK CHAPTERS 
Wat s on, R. “ Media Law ”  in R i ck Wilber, Media Matters (digit al text book publ i s hed by 
Kendall Hunt , 2018). 
 
Watson, R. “ Media Effec t s ”  in R i ck Wilber, Media Matters (d igit al text book publ i s hed 
by Kendall Hunt , 2018). 
 

PAPERS PRESENTED AT INTERNATIONAL PEER-REVIEWED CONVENTIONS : 
2015: R. Watson  with Robert o Roldan and Andres Faza : “Tow ard Normali zat i on of Libel 
Laws: The UK Defamat i on Act 2013.”  Inte rnat i o nal Communi cat i on Associ at i on, May, 
Puert o Rico  
 
2014: “ The Jamaic an Access Law and the Tr ade Secret s Exempt i ons: Decisions of the 
Tribunal .”  Associat i on fo r Educat i on in Journal i s m and Mass Communi cat i on, August, 
Montreal . 
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2009: “Freedom of the Pr ess under Attack duri ng the 1938 Labor Risi ngs in Jamaica: The 
Prosecut i on of the Publ i s hers of the Jam aica  Labo ur Weekl y.” Intern at i ona l 
Communi cat i on Associ at i on, May, Chicago 
 
2007: “Georg e Worm e ’s Prosecut i on for Criminal Libel in Grenad a.” Inte rn at i onal 
Communi cat i on Associ at i on, May, San Fran ci s co  
 
2005: “Humanit ari an Law Proj ect v. Ashcro ft —National Securi t y in the Homeland vs. 
Human Right s elsewhere.” Associat i on for Educat i on in Journal i s m and Mass 
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University of Florida Center for Latin American Studies Library     2008 
S um m er Travel Grant (2008)  
($750-grant fo r one -wee k resea rch at the Latin American Collect i on, Univ ers i t y of 
Florida).  
 

Alumni Fellowship (approx. $20,000 per year): Uni vers i t y of Florida  2002–06 
  
Outstanding International Student Award: Univers i t y of Florida       Apr. 2005 
(for high ac adem i c achi e vem ent s, demons t rat ed le aders hi p and outst andi ng program 
cont ri but i on). 
  

Nominated for Graduate Student Teaching Award: Uni vers i t y of Florida Jan. 2005 
 

MEDIA APPEARANCES/REFERENCES: 
Ian Boyne, Libel law rev i ew: The Issue s , Jamaica Gleaner,     Mar. 2, 2008  
 

Issues and Answers, TVJ, CVM & Love TV     Jan. 17, 2008 
(Jamaica ’s three National Televi s i on Stat i ons)  
Program direct ed by th e Jamaica Inform at i on Ser vi ce (the Jam aican gov er nm ent ’s publ i c 
relat i ons arm) fo r both the televi s i on and radi o.  
Discussed libel law in the Caribbean and the U.S. (pre -reco rded Int ervi ew Jan. 2, 2008).  
 
The Breakfast Club, News Talk FM      Dec. 20, 2007 
Call -in Radi o program in Jamaica  
(12-minut e segm ent com pari ng libel laws and free dom of spe ech in the Caribbean and 
the Unit ed Stat es).   
 

COMMITTEE INVOLVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP ROLES: 
2nd Vice President,  
Caribbean Community Association      2016 
Presidential Advisory Committee on Black Affairs (COBA)   2015- 
Executive Board Member and Education co-chair,     2015 
Caribbean Community Association 
 
Reviewer, Association for Education in Journalism & Mass Communication 2014 
Southeast Convention  
Communi cat i on Law and Poli cy Inter es t Group Division 
 
Member, Caribbean Community Association    2014 
 
Manuscript Reviewer, Communication Law and Policy Journal  Fall  2013 
 
Governance Committee      2013-2014 
Propos ed merger  
School of Information & 
School of Mass Communications 
University of South Florida 
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Reviewer, International Communication Association National Convention 2012 
Communi cat i on Law and Poli cy Inter es t Group Division 
 
Search Committee, Public Relations position    2011-2012 
School of Mass Communications,  
University of South Florida 
 
Faculty Adviser       2007–Spring 2011 
Faculty Co-Adviser        2006-2007 
Societ y of Profes s i onal Journal i s t s  
School of Mass Communications, 
University of South Florida 
 

Reviewer, International Communication Association National Convention 2011 
Communi cat i on Law and Poli cy Inter es t Group Division 
 

Treasurer, Finance Committee (appointment)    2012-2013 
St. James United Methodist Church, Tampa, FL 
 

Member, Finance Committee (appointment)    2011-2013 
St. James United Methodist Church, Tampa, FL 
 
Manuscript Reviewer, Communication Law and Policy Journal   2010 
 

Reviewer, International Communication Association National Convention 2010 
Communi cat i on Law and Poli cy Inter es t Group Division 
 

Graduate Committee       2010–2013 
School of Mass Communications, 
University of South Florida 
 

Search Committee,        S um m er 2010 
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Judge, Tampa Bay Technical High School     May  2008 
The Acad emy of Journ al i s m Exhibi t i on of Mastery 
 

Grievance Committee       S um m er 2008 
College of Arts and Sciences  
University of South Florida 
 
Faculty Adviser,          Jan. - Dec. 2008   
Jewels of Tau         
Uni vers i t y of Sout h Florida  
A benevolent organization for black women 
  

Adviser         Oct. 2007–Feb. 2008  
Jamaican Libel Re form Commit t ee  
A Committee appointed by Hon. Bruce Golding, Prime Minister of Jamaica,  
to identify and suggest appropriate strategies to reform the law of libel in Jamaica 
  
Salary Tenure  & Promotion Committee     2007–2008 
School of Mass Communications, 
University of South Florida 
 

Undergraduate Committee       2006–2007 
School of Mass Communications,  
University of South Florida 
 

Search Committee,        2006–2007 
Public Relations position 
School of Mass Communications,  
University of South Florida 
  

Adviser,         2006–2008 
Academy of Journalism at  
Tampa Bay Technical High School 
  

Vice President,             2005–2006 
Graduate Students in Mass    
Communication Association,    
College of Journal i s m &    
Communi cat i ons,     
Univers i t y of Florida  
 
Publications Committee Chairperson             1997–1998 
Law Student Association,      
Norman Manley Law School       
Editor, The Young Attorney (Yearbook)       1998 
Editor, The NML SSA Newsletter (Quart erl y n ewsl et t er)            1997–1998 
 
  
Publications Committee Chairperson           1995–1996 
The Law Society,     
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Univers i t y of the West Indies      
Editor, The Student Law Review (schol arl y publ i cat i on)     1996 
Assistant Editor, The Plaintiff  (yearbook)      1996 
   

Volunteer, Friend Zone, non- Christ i an program     2011  
(worki ng with speci al ne eds chil dren).  
 
Volunteer, God’s Part y, St. James Unit ed Methodi s t Church   2008-2011 
(worki ng with speci al ne eds chil dren).  
  
Volunteer, Jamai c a Nati onal Children’s Home,     2001-2002  
(teachi ng and  ment ori ng  chil dren without parent s)  
  
Volunteer, Jamaic a Adult Literacy Program m e (JAMAL),    1989-1991  
(teachi ng non- liter at e ad ul t s readi ng, writ i ng and mathem at i cs).  
 

PROJECTS: 
Brechner Center for  Researchi ng and cr eat i ng a Web site  Spri ng & Fall 2004 
Freedom of Information, focus i ng on the stat us of acc es s to  
College of Journalism & inform at i on laws around the worl d.  
Communications,    
University of Florida 
  
Marion Brechner Citizen  Researchi ng the st at us of onli ne acc es s to     Spring 2003 
Access Project,  inform at i on laws stat e -wi de in the Unit ed Stat es.  
College of Journalism & 
Communications, 
University of Florida 
 
Dr. Bill F. Chamberl i n   Researchi ng the st at us of onli ne acc es s Fall 2003  
College of Journalism & t o court reco rds ac ros s the Unit ed Stat es.  
Communications, 
University of Florida 
 
T RAINING CONFERENCES AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES : 
Critical Tool s for the Non -Tradi t i onal Journal i s t Semi nar, Poynt er Instit ut e  
(funded by Ford Foundat i on)       --Oct. 25- 28, 2010 
 
Developi ng Onli ne Learn i ng Communi ti es in Online (and Tr adi t i onal) Clas sroom s, 
Center for 21 st  Century Teachi ng Excell enc e, Uni vers i t y of Sout h Florida  

--Sept. 29, 2010 
 
Leading Class Discussi ons Onli ne, Center for 21 st  Centur y Teachi ng Excel l ence, 
Univers i t y of Sout h Florida       --Sept. 16, 2010 
 
Faith Factors: Media Coverage o f Reli gi on: A Forum host ed by the Tampa Bay 
Associat i on of Black Jou rnal i s t s (Hillsborough Communi t y College) --June 2008 
 
Florida Press Associ at i on & F lorida Soci et y of Newspaper Editors Onli ne Conferenc e 
(School of Mass Communi cat i ons)      —May 19, 2008 
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Florida FOI Summi t, Brechner Cente r for Freedo m of Inform at i on, Univer s i t y of Florida 
(a two -day confe ren ce on Freedom of Info rm at i on)    —Sept. 21, 2007  
  
Summ er Grant Writ i ng Works hop, College of Arts & Sciences, Univers i t y of Sout h 
Florida          —May –Aug. 2007  
  
What’s Happ eni ng in the News Busines s? The Changi ng Relat i ons hi p Between Law and 
Media from O.J. to Toda y (Stetson Univers i t y College of  Law)   —June 1, 2007 
  
Fridays fo r Funding, College of Arts & Sciences, Univers i t y of Sout h Florida (four on e -
hour sessi ons focus ed on appl yi ng for Grants, Fall 2006)   —Sept. –Nov. 2006 
 
MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:  
Internat i onal Communi cat i on Associ at i on  
Associ at i on for Educat i on in Journal i s m and Mass Communi cat i ons  
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15. Laura Leb eau, def end e d fall 2011, Titl e: “USF’s Covera ge of Wom e n’ s Athleti c s: A 
Census of the USF Athlet ics Home Web Page.”  

16. Re be c ca Sit te n, def end e d summ e r 2011, Titl e: “Framing Christi a ni ty: A fram e anal ysi s of 
Fundam e nt a li st Christ ia nit y from 2000 -2009.”  

17. Em ma Br own, defende d sum me r 2011 , Titl e: “Corpora t e Spee ch: A Frame Analysi s of 
CNN, MSNBC, and Fox News cover a ge of Citizens United v. FEC.”  

18. Natcha Inpl eng, def ende d proposa l , summ er  2018 
Other Thesis Committees 

19. She ngfe i Li, defende d 2018  
20. Jingj i ng Liu, defended 2018 
21. Jiahui Zhua ng, def ende d 2018 
22. Mengni Wang, def ende d 2018 
23. Anastas ii a Uti uz h, def ended 2018  
24. W e iW ei Wang, def ende d 2018 
25. Shou- Chen Hsieh, def ended 2018  
26. Yi ngying Zhang, def ende d 2017  
27. Yuf e ng Tian, defende d 2017 
28. Binyang Liu, defende d 2017 
29. Christ ophe r Jadick, def ende d 2017  
30. Sya hir a h Abd Raza k, defende d 2017  
31. Sha ha d Shi hab, def ende d 2017 
32. Melissa Pel le ti e r, def ended 2017  
33. Le Nguyen, defende d fal l 2016 
34. Nianyuan Chen, defende d fal l 2016  
35. Anna Dedova, def ended sum me r 2016  
36. Te j a s wi ni Gadiraj u, def ende d spr i ng 2016  
37. Jonatha n West, def ende d spr i ng 2016  
38. Melissa Watt s, def ende d spr i ng 2016  
39. Ra c he l Plea s ant, def ende d spr i ng 2016  
40. Ya n Tang, def ende d fal l 2015 
41. Mengji ao Yu, def ende d fall 2015  
42. Leah Champi on, def ende d summ er 2015  
43. Adam Drum, defende d spring 2015  
44. Bo Breukl a nde r, def ende d spr i ng 2015  
45. Eddie Burch, defende d fal l 2014  
46. Cong Sui, defende d spri ng 2014  
47. 
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62. Yuf e ng Tian, propos al def ende d fall 2016  
 

Graduate Applied Research Project 
Christ ophe r Shar p, com ple te d fal l 2014  
Alyson Seli gma n, com pl et ed spri ng 2009  
 
Undergraduate Theses Committees 
Committees Chaired: 
Za ni fa Darvil le (chair), com ple te d spr i ng 2018  
Rober to Rol da n (chai r), com ple te d spr i ng 2015, Titl e: “Libel Tour is m.”  
Alexandr a Parr i sh (chair), com pl e te d fall 2014, Title: “ How the Evoluti on of Media has aff e ct e d 
the Publ ic ’s Perc e pt i ons of High Prof il e Court Cases.”  
Gerrad Carson (chai r), compl et e d spri ng 2012, Title: “Spe e c hl e ss.” (DVD)  
Robi n Roup (chair), comple t e d spri ng 2009, Titl e: “Creati ng a New Media Out le t at USF: 
Stampede Magazine.” 
 

Other Undergraduate Thesis Committees 
Kiana Coffey  (commi tt e e mem ber).  
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