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Preface vii

location, the conference facilitated a deep-dive understanding of Great Power and
Regional perspectives in the Central Region by advancing the dialogue on identi-
fying key issues for stakeholders within and beyond the Central Region as it relates to
regional diplomacy and politics, economic potential and rivalries, security considera-
tions and interests, and the information environment. This Great Power Competition
Conference Series is the first in a Great Power Competition Conference Series, with
conferences taking place twice per year for nine years at the University of South
Florida.

While some publications consider the Great Power Competition topic, none are
yet known that explore the Great Power Competition in the Central Region from the
collective vantage of military, academic, and industry experts. The Inaugural Great
Power Competition Conference, indeed, filled this gap, offering new ideas and lines
of inquiry, innovative solutions, and decision support at multiple levels.

This book presents a compilation of papers that emerged from the Great Power
Conference held in January 2020 at the University of South Florida. The 20
chapters in this volume cover topic ranging from historical analysis to innova-
tive solutions, changing the dynamics of peace and conflict in the region, and
matters pertaining to human security and intervention strategies associated with
humanitarian, development, and peace nexus.

Tampa, USA Adib Farhadi



Acknowledgements

The editors would like to extend their sincerest gratitude to the entire Universit
of South Florida and National Defense University Near East South Asia Center for
Strategic Strategies for their work on the Great Power Competition Conference Series
and the resulting edited volume.

They would like to express their appreciation to Dr. Eric Eisenberg, USF Dean
of College of Arts and Sciences, for his continued and enthusiastic support for the
initiative.

A most heartfelt thanks to Michelle Assaad, Dr. Dianne Donnelly, Michael Peters,
Sean Ryan, Andrew Roberts, and the contributing authors to making this book
possible.

Dr. Adib Farhadi would like to thank his wife, Elaha, children, Adam, and Sophia,
and mother, Maliha, for their support, patience, and love, not only in regard to this
project but in everything that life brings.

ix



Contents

SurÞng the Conßux: Technology, Information Environments
and Great Power Competition Convergence. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mark Abdollahian

Conceptualizing the Great Power Competition and U.S.
Geoeconomic Strategy for the Central and South Asia (CASA)
Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Adib Farhadi

AfghanistanÕs Lithium as Strategic U.S. Focus in the Great Power
Competition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Adib Farhadi and Ayman Bekdash

Central Asia, Great Power Competition, and Achieving Peace
in Afghanistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Humayun Hamidzada and Richard Ponzio

A Failure to See: The Strategic Error of Peacetime Deployments
as a Direct Cause for Failure in Afghanistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101
Andre Hollis

Winning the Great Game in Afghanistan: Bottom Up, Not Top
Down . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115
Andrea Jackson

Afghanistan: Changing Dynamics of Peace and Conßict. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Ali A. Jalali

Humanitarian Aid in Conßict Regions: Refocus and Re-Imagine
Creating an Architecture for Impact . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155
Anthony J. Masys

Pre-revolutionary Iran and Great Power Rivalry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179
Mohsen Milani

xi



xii Contents



About the Editors

Dr. Adib Farhadi is an Assistant Professor and a Faculty Director of Executive
Education at the University of South Florida. His research is at the intersection of
religion, politics, and conflict with a particular focus on the “Silk Road” Central
and South Asia (CASA) Region, which is the subject of his recent book, Countering
Violent Extremism by Winning Hearts and Minds. In addition, he is the Director and
editor of the Great Power Competition book and conference series. Formerly, Dr.
Farhadi served in senior positions in Afghanistan and extensively advised the United
States government and various other international organizations. Dr. Farhadi is inter-
nationally recognized and a frequent presenter on the topics of Countering Violent
Extremism (CVE), Conflict Resolution, Strategic Negotiations and Communication,
and Geoeconomics. Dr. Farhadi earned his Ph.D. in Economics from the University of
Canberra, M.A. from New York University, and B.S. from East Carolina University.

Dr. Anthony Masys is an Associate Professor and a Director of Global Disaster
Management, Humanitarian Assistance and Homeland Security. Former Senior Air
Force Officer, Dr. Masys, has a B.Sc. in Physics, an M.Sc. in Underwater Acoustics
and Oceanography from the Royal Military College of Canada, and a Ph.D. from the
University of Leicester. He is the Editor-in-Chief for Springer Publishing book series:
Adva4o8obalics


	farhadi-frontcover-gpc_v1
	farhadi-backcover-gpc_v1
	farhadi-frontmatter-gpc_v1
	Preface
	Acknowledgements
	Contents
	About the Editors




