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Adib Farhadi, Ph.D. 

 
Assistant Professor & Faculty Director of Executive Education Program 

College of Arts and Science 
University of South Florida 

4204 E. Fowler Ave 
Tampa, FL 33620 
farhadi@usf.edu 

http://religious-studies.usf.edu/faculty/afarhadi/  
 Ph.D. in Economics (2015)  

• Dissertation:  Stabilization for Sustainable Economic Growth in Fragile States:  
The Case for a Trade-Based Regional Economic Integration “Silk Road” Strategy  

New York University; New York, NY  
• M.A. in Global Liberal Studies (1996) 

  East Carolina University; Greenville, NC 
• B.S. in Biology (1994) 

 

Fields of Specialization 
Religion, Conflict & Peacebuilding, United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
Countering Violent Extremism (CVE); Great Power Competition (GPC); Economic Modeling & 
Social Analysis, Executive Education & Professional Training   
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Professional Experience 
 
2015 -   University of South Florida, College of Arts and Science, Tampa FL 

• Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies 
• Faculty Director of the Executive Education Program 
• Director of Great Power Competition Initiative  
• Faculty Advisor for the Global and National Security Institute (GNSI) 

 
2014 - 2015 University of Canberra, National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling, Canberra 

• Post-Doctoral Fellow  
 
2011 – 2013 Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies, Washington D.C. 

• Visiting Scholar - Co-authored “Finish the Job” with Professor Frederick Starr 
 
2013 – 2015  Task Force for Business and Stability Operations, Vestige Consulting, Washington D.C. 

• Senior Economic Advisor 
 

2010 – 2013  Afghanistan Pakistan Center of Excellence, Booz Allen Hamilton, Tampa FL 
• Senior Economic Advisor 

 
2008 - 2010 Government of Afghanistan, Kabul 

• Deputy Minister of Commerce & Industry 
• World Trade Organization (WTO) Chief Negotiator  
• Economic & Trade Advisor to the President’s Office 

 
2006 - 2008           USAID, Deloitte, Kabul 

• Executive Director of Afghanistan National Development Strategy (ANDS); World Bank 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Program (PRSP) 

• Head of Secretariat for the United Nations Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board 
(JCMB) 

• Head of Secretariat for the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals ( - 2       ) 
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 University of South Florida 
  Department of Religious Studies  

 Religion, Politics & Conflict (RLG6938.001F20) 
 Sustainable Development & Religion (RLG6938.003S20) 
 International Political Economy (INR6036.001S19) 
 Islam in the Modern World (RLG6938.001F19) 
 Countering Violent Extremism (RLG6938.003S18) 
 Religion & Conflict (RLG6938.002F17)    

Certificates: 
 National Security Certificate (served on the committee)  

Executive Education Program Courses: 
 Great Power Competition 
 Religion and Conflict  
 Countering Violent Extremism 
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Washington D.C. (contributor) 

 
 Farhadi, Adib (2014), “Economic Impact of Lifting Iran Sanction on Afghanistan 

Economy”.  Prepared for Task Force for Business and Stability Operations in Afghanistan, 
December, Washington D.C. (contributor) 
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 Farhadi, Adib (2013), “A Way Forward with the New Silk Road.” The Afghanistan-

Pakistan Regional Expertise Training Program was presented at National Defense 
University, March, Washington D.C. 
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Prepared for Afghanistan Pakistan Center of Excellence, Booz Allen Hamilton, September, 
Tampa, Florida 
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Prosperity.” Presented at the United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on 
Afghanistan, September, New York  
 
Farhadi, Adib (2011), “Silk Road Initiative.” Presented at the 2nd Annual Afghanistan 
Pakistan Center of Excellence, Booz Allen Hamilton, August, Tampa, Florida 
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Afghanistan. December, Kabul. 
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January, Kabul. 
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Report 2005 Vision 2020”.  Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, June, Kabul. 
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An Afghan Government / International Agency Report Prepared for International 
Conference, March, 2004 (member of the Working Steering Committee)  
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of Success, the Cost of Failure”. Center on International Cooperation, New York 
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2023 University of South Florida  
Director and organizer of the Great Power Competition Conference Series. “Russia’s 
Invasion of Ukraine- Implications for the Central Region.” December 2022. University of 
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