
 
 

 

April 21, 2022 

Florida Policy Survey 

Summary: Researchers at the University of South Florida conducted a statewide survey of 600 Floridians 

to measure public opinion on several current policy issues.  The results presented in this report address 

higher education in Florida, the Florida housing market, and inflation.   The survey included a 

representative sample of Floridians, fielded between March 31st and April 12th, 2022.  Topline results are 



 
 

 

 

Many Floridians are putting off purchasing a home due to the current housing market. With home 

values increasing by almost 70% in Florida over the past five years, it’s no surprise that 36% of Floridians 

who currently don’t own a home say that they are putting off buying due to the hot market as well as 

increased expenses, such as skyrocketing insurance premiums.  

 

A majority of Floridians support the Biden Administration’s recent decision to extend student loan 

payments. * Over two thirds (64.2%) of Floridian’s support an extension of the student loan repayment 

pause beyond May 1st. A majority of Floridian’s would also “strongly” or “somewhat support” the 

federal government forgiving loan debt for all borrowers, with two thirds of Floridian’s supporting 

$10,000 in loan forgiveness (68%), and a small majority supporting $50,000 in loan forgiveness (55%).  

*(Note: this survey was fielded between March 31st and April 12th, the Biden Administration extended the pause 

on April 6th. This data is interpreted based on the most recent decision to extend the student loan pause).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.abcactionnews.com/news/price-of-paradise/80k-lawsuits-filed-against-insurance-companies-in-2020-doubling-homeowners-insurance-premiums


 
 

 
 
Survey Responses 
 
 
Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: 
Inflation has impacted my ability to pay essential bills. 

 

 Frequency                              Percentage 

Strongly Agree 99 16.5 

Somewhat Agree 191 31.8 

Somewhat Disagree 180 30.0 

Strongly Disagree  130 21.7 

 
 
 
 
Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: 
Inflation has impacted my grocery spending. 

 

 Frequency Percentage 
Strongly Agree 224 37.3 
Somewhat Agree 239 39.8 
Somewhat Disagree 81 13.5 
Strongly Disagree 56 9.3 

 

 
 
 
 
Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: 
Inflation has impacted my discretionary spending. 

 

 Frequency Percentage 
Strongly Agree 241 40.2 
Somewhat Agree 239 39.8 
Somewhat Disagree 71 11.8 
Strongly Disagree 49 8.2 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Thinking about the past year, please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: 

Inflation has impacted my travel plans. 

 Frequency Percentage 
Strongly Agree 195 32.5 
Somewhat Agree 197 32.8 
Somewhat Disagree 121 20.2 
Strongly Disagree 87 14.5 

 
 
 
 
 
Have your wages kept up with the rising costs of goods and services over the last year? 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 359 79.9 

Yes 90 20.1 

(Note: This question was only asked to people who are currently employed)  

 

 

 

Has your household income stayed the same over the past year? 

 Frequency Percentage 

No, It's Decreased 107 17.8 

Yes, It's Stayed the Same 336 56.0 

No, It's Increased 157 26.2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
In your opinion, how responsible are each of 



 
 

 
 
 
 
Would you support the federal government providing an additional stimulus check to Americans? 
 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 216 36.0 

Yes 384 64.0 

 

 

 
 
 
Are you a homeowner? 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 242 40.3 

Yes 358 59.7 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Are you thinking about selling your home due to the property’s increased value?  

 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 316 88.3 

Yes 42 11.7 

 

 

 
Does your current household income support the cost of buying or renting a home in Florida? 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 209 34.8 

Yes 288 48.0 

Unsure 103 17.2 

 
 
 
 
 
Are you considering moving out of Florida due to the rise in housing prices? 
 

 Frequency Percentage 

No 461 76.8 

Yes 67 11.2 

Unsure 72 12.0 

 

 
 
 
Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: Florida provides affordable 
options for college education.   
                                         

 Frequency Percentage 

Strongly 



 
 



 
 

 

 

Has the cost of a college education in Florida discouraged you from obtaining a degree?  

 Frequency Percentage 

No 464 77.3 

Yes 136 22.7 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Would you support or oppose a further extension of the federal government's student loan pause 
beyond May 1st? 

 Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Support 223 37.2 

Somewhat Support 162 27.0 

Somewhat Oppose 111 18.5 

Strongly Oppose 104 17.3 

(Note: this survey was fielded between March 31st and April 12th, the Biden Administration extended the pause on 

April 6th. This data is interpreted based on the most recent decision to extend the student loan pause).  *Partisan 

Differences (Strongly + Somewhat Support): Democrats = 87.4%, Independents = 62.5%; Republicans = 

41.5%.   

 

 

 

 

Would you support or oppose the federal government forgiving $10,000 in student loan debt for all 
current borrowers? 
 

 Frequency Percentage 

Strongly Support 237 39.5 

Somewhat Support 169 28.2 

Somewhat Oppose 68 11.3 

Strongly Oppose 126 21.0 

 

8.2
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Survey Information 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/FL
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/%20data/index-floridaproducts.cfm
http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/population-demographics/%20data/index-floridaproducts.cfm
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/voter-registration-statistics/voter-registration-reportsxlsx/voter-registration-by-party-affiliation/
https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/data-statistics/voter-registration-statistics/voter-registration-reportsxlsx/voter-registration-by-party-affiliation/
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