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Education 

Florida Atlantic University  Ph.D., Experimental Psychology    2012 

 Concentration in Social Psychology & Quantitative Methods 

Florida Atlantic University  M.A., Psychology     2009 

University of Central Florida B.S., Psychology     2007 

 Honors in Psychology, Cum laude 

University of Central Florida, B.A., History      2007 

 Cum laude 

Brevard Community College A.A., General Studies     2003 

 

 

Academic Employment 

Associate Professor of Psychology, University of South Florida   2022 - present 

Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of South Florida   2016 - 2022 

Assistant Professor of Psychology, Presbyterian College    2012 - 2016 

Instructor of Record, Florida Atlantic University     2010 - 2012 

Teaching Assistant, Florida Atlantic University     2009 - 2010 

Research Assistant, Florida Atlantic University     2008 - 2009 

Graduate Assistant, Florida Atlantic University     2007 - 2008  

 University Center for Excellence in Writing 

Learning Specialist, Brevard Community College     2006 - 2007 

Office for Students with Disabilities 

Tutor and Student Assistant, Brevard Community College    2003 – 2006 
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Scholarly Manuscripts 

Peer-Reviewed Articles 
* denotes undergraduate student co-author 
 

1. Hao, F., Shao, W, & Michaels, J. L. (2023). A study of American response to climate 

change and the influence of carbon dependency, social capital, and political orientation. 

Society and Natural Resources, 36(9), 1119-1139. doi: 10.1080/08941920.2023.2212238 

2. Michaels, J. L., Coy, A. C., & Vallacher, R. R. (2023). Initial development and validation of 

the religious behavioral identification form (RBIF): A scale to measure global cognitive 

framing of religious actions. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 15(2), 281-289. doi: 

10.1037/rel0000427 

3. Michaels, J. L., Hao, F., *Ritenour, N., &*Aguilar, N. (2022). Belongingness is a mediating 

factor between religious service attendance and reduced psychological distress during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Religion and Health. doi: 10.1007/s10943-021-01482-5 

4. Michaels, J. L., *Santos, C., *Smirnov, J., & *Warren, S. (2022). Thinking at a higher level? 

Religion and spirituality contribute more to global cognitive patterns among Eastern 

Europeans and Americans than among Western Europeans. Psychology of Religion and 

Spirituality, 14(1), 1-9. doi: 10.1016/j.envsci.2020.07.028 

5. *Santos, C., &Michaels, J. L. (2022).What are the core features and dimensions of 

“spirituality?” Results from a prototype analysis of how laypeople mentally represent 

spirituality as a concept. Psychology of Religion and Spirituality, 14(1), 10-20.doi: 

10.1037/rel0000380 

6. Michaels, J. L., *Petrino, J., & *Pitre-Zampol, T. (2021). Individual differences in religious 

motivation influence how people think. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 60(1), 

64-82.doi: 10.1111/jssr.12696 

7. Hao, F., Xinsheng, L., &Michaels, J. L. (2020). How carbon dependency and social capital 

affect attitudes toward climate change in 22 European countries. Environmental Science and 

Policy.doi: 10.1016/j.envsci.2020.07.028 

8. Michaels, J. L., Hao, F., *Smirnov, J., & *Kulkarni, I. Y. (2020). Beyond stewardship and 

dominion? Towards a social psychological explanation of the relationship between religious 

attitudes and environmental concern. Environmental Politics, 62(6), 844-864.doi: 

10.1080/09644016.2020.1787777 

9. Bouchard, C., Michaels, J. L., & Brown-Harding, H. (2020). RNA isolation from corals and 

other cnidarian species using a Urea-LiCl solution as a denaturant. Analytical 

Biochemistry,588, 113472 

10. Hao, F., Michaels, J. L., & Bell, S. E. (2019). Connections between Social Capital and 

Environmental Concern: An Analysis of the 2010 Chinese General Social Survey. 

Sociological Perspectives. doi: 10.1177/0731121419835504 
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Scholarly Manuscripts (continued) 

Book Chapters 

5.
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Grant & Travel Awards (continued) 

Internal Research Grants 

 

05/01/2010 – 05/01/2012 Social Psychology Research Lab Expansion II. Florida Atlantic 

University Technology Grant. Award amount: $12,158. (Refereed 

internal grant, P.I.: Jay L. Michaels) 

 

01/01/2011 – 05/01/2011 Social Psychology Research Lab Expansion I. Florida Atlantic 

University Technology Grant. Award amount: $500. (Refereed 

internal grant, P.I.: Jay L. Michaels) 

  

08/17/2015 Launch Program Vocation Grant – Psychology Department. 

NETVUE: Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education. 

Award amount: $500. (Grant writer: Jay L. Michaels)  

 

01/01/2014 – 01/01/2016 Presbyterian College Launch Program. NETVUE: Network for 

Vocation in Undergraduate Education. Award amount: $50,000. 

(P.I. Anita Gustafson; Grant coordinator: Jay L. Michaels) 

 

Travel and Professional Development Awards 

  

08/01/2020 – 05/01/2021 Chancellor’s Professional Support Grants. University of South 

Florida Sarasota-Manatee Campus. Total award amount: $1,500. 

(Refereed) 

 

08/01/2018 – 05/01/2019 Chancellor’s Professional Support Grants. University of South 

Florida Sarasota-Manatee. Total award amount: $900. (Refereed) 

 

08/01/2017 – 05/01/2018 Chancellor’s Professional Support Grants. University of South 

Florida Sarasota-Manatee. Total award amount: $1,832. 

(Refereed) 

 

08/01/2016 – 05/01/2017 Chancellor’s Professional Support Grants. University of South 

Florida Sarasota-Manatee. Total award amount: $2,500. 

(Refereed) 

 

05/01/2015 – 08/01/2015 Presbyterian College Summer Fellows. Presbyterian College. 

Total award amount: $2,500. (Refereed) 

 

08/01/2013 – 01/01/2016 Faculty Development Grants. Presbyterian College. Total award  

 �±

 

�±
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Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations & Papers (continued) 

8. *Metzger, S., *Ritenour, N., *Guirguis, E., & Michaels, J. L. (2022, February). The 
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Peer-Reviewed Conference Presentations & Papers (continued) 

41. Michaels, J. L. (2017, January). Appealing to a higher power? Higher-level Action 

Identification is associated with greater intrinsic religiosity. Poster at the Society for 

Personality and Social Psychology conference, San Antonio, Texas. 

42. Michaels, J. L., Tan, R. Y., & Strawinska-Zanko, U. (2017, January

7
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Teaching Background (continued) 

I am prepared to teach the following courses

Introductory Psychology 

Research Methods 

Social Psychology 

Personality Psychology 

Industrial/Organizational Psychology 

Systems & Theories of Psychology 

Introductory Statistics 

Non-parametric Statistics 

Advanced ANOVA 

Mediation/Conditional Process Models 

Multivariate Statistics 

Special topics (e.g. Psychology of 

Religion; Psychology of Conflict

Student Mentorship & Advising 
 

Mentor for Undergraduate Conference Presentations 
 

1. Ritenour, N., Elnagaar, N., & Aguilar, N. (April, 2020). What motivates your religiosity? A 

look at how the strictness of religion plays a role in religious orientation. USF 

Undergraduate research conference, online. 

2. Elnagaar, N., Aguilar, N., & Ritenour, N. (October, 2020). The effects of religiousness on 

American’s wellbeing during COVID-19. USF Psychology Expo, online. 

3. Wangenstein, L., & Petrino, J. (February, 2020). Does savoring mediate the relationships 

between religious service attendance and mood outcomes? Florida Undergraduate Research 

Conference, Florida Gulf Coast University, Ft. Myers, Florida. 

4. *Haralson, B. (April, 2019). Impact of race and class on attitudes toward gun control and 

police force. USFSM Student showcase for Projects, Research, and Innovation. USFSM, 

Sarasota, Florida. *2nd place student poster award 

5. Petrino, J. (April, 2019). Do Faith Beliefs and Motives Inspire Meaning? Results From an 

International Study. USFSM Student showcase for Projects, Research, and Innovation. 

USFSM, Sarasota, Florida. 

6. Cothron, J. (February, 2019). Spirituality’s association with age, gender, and extrinsic 

motivation: Findings from an international study. Florida Undergraduate Research 

Conference, University of North Florida, Jacksonville, Florida. 

7. Kulkarni, I.Y., & Alibro, A.(April, 2018). Innate motivation to abide to one’s tenets leads to 

higher action identification. USF Undergraduate Research Conference, USF, Tampa, FL. 

8. Boddy, S., Santos, C., & Villar, A. (2018, April). As the heart grows fonder, faith fades: 

Married couples exhibit diminished spirituality and importance of religion with age. Central 

Florida Psychology Summit. Hillsborough Community College, Tampa, Florida. 

9. Santos, C., & Boddy, S. (2018, April). Associations between prayer prototype features and 

meaning in life outcomes. Central Florida Psychology Summit. Hillsborough Community 

College, Tampa, Florida. 
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Professional Teaching & Advising Development 
 

Participant in “Painting the Picture of Autism: Supporting Exceptionalities” session held 

at the University of South Florida, April, 2021. 

Participant in “Incredi-Bull Critical Thinking Workshop” workshop held at University of 

South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, August, 2016, 2018, 2019. 

Participant in the National Institute on the Teaching of Psychology conference, St. Pete 

Beach, Florida, January,2016, 2017, 2018, 2020 

Completed “USFSM Ally Training” held at University of South Florida Sarasota-

Manatee, January, 2017. 

Completed “Canvas Certification Course” online teaching training offered by the 

University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, September, 2016. 

Attended “Conducting Meaningful Undergraduate Research: Pitfalls and Solutions” panel 

held at the Society for Personality and Social Psychology conference, San Diego, 

California, January 2016. 
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Academic Service (continued) 
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Professional Memberships 
 

Association for Psychological Science (member 2011 - 2019) 

Institute of Mathematical Statistics (member 2012 - current) 

Psi Chi International Psychology Honor’s Society (member 2004 – current) 

Society for Personality and Social Psychology (member 2009 - current) 

Society for the Teaching of Psychology (member 2012– 2017)

 

Professional Social Media 
 

Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=DyxVRDQIamwC&hl=en&oi=ao 

 

Research Gate: http://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jay_Michaels 

 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/pub/jay-michaels/51/719/2a1 



Updated 22 January 2024  Michaels 

 

Page 24 of 24 

 

References 

Dr. Christine Ruva 

Professor and Campus Department Chair, 

Department of Psychology 

University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee 

8350 N. Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-359-4629 

ruva@usf.edu 

 

Dr. Robin Vallacher 

Professor, Department of Psychology 

Florida Atlantic University  

777 Glades Road 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 

561-297-3371 

vallacher@fau.edu 

 

 

Dr. UrszulaStrawinska-Zanko 

Associate Professor and Assistant Dean of 

Academic Innovation and Design 

Nova Southeastern University 

3301 College Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314 

954-262-3041 

uzanko@nova.edu 

 

Dr. Larry Liebovitch 

Professor, Department of Physics, Department 

of Psychology 

Queens College, CUNY 

65-30 Kissena Boulevard, Science Building, 

Room B322 

Flushing, NY 11367 

718-997-3390 

larry.liebovitch@qc.cuny.edu 

 

Dr. William S. Altman 

Professor, Psychology & Human Services 

Department 

SUNY Broome Community College 

P.O. Box 1017 

Binghamton, NY 13902 

607-778-5216 

altmanws@sunybroome.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Anthony Coy 

Associate Professor 

Department of Psychology 

University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee 

8350 N. Tamiami Trail 

Sarasota, FL 34243 

941-359-4200 

coya@usf.edu  

 

Dr. Brooke Spatta 

Professor and Department Chair, 

Department of Psychology 

Presbyterian College 

503 S. Broad Street 

Clinton, SC 29325 

864-833-8280 

bcspatta@presby.edu 

 

Dr. Sarah Burns 

Associate Professor, Department of Psychology 

Presbyterian College 

503 S. Broad Street 

Clinton, SC 29325 

864-833-8349 

scburns@presby.edu 

 

 

Dr. Evelyn Hunter 

Associate Professor, Department of Special 

Education, Rehabilitation, and Counseling 

Auburn University 

3084 Haley Center 

Auburn, Alabama 35d89

718


