
Diana Leon-Boys 
University of South Florida • Department of Communication 

4202 E. Fowler Ave. Tampa, FL. 33620-7800 
dleonboys@usf.edu • www.dleonboys.com 

          
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
2020                    Ph.D., Communications & Media (Latina/o Studies Graduate Minor) 
(2015-2020) Institute of Communications Research, University of Illinois, Urbana-

Champaign 
    
2013   M.A., Communication 
(2011-2013) University of New Mexico 
 
2010 B.A., Communication Studies 
(2006-2010)     Southwestern University 
 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2020-Present     Assistant Professor, Department of Communication, University 
      of South Florida, Tampa 
      



                                                                                                                             Leon-Boys 2 
 
*2024 Book of the Year Award, Latina/Latino Communication Studies Division and La 
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Leon-Boys, D. (2019). A Latina Captain: Decentering Latinidad through Audience Constructions  

in Dexter. In Hernandez, L., Bowen, D., De Los Santos- Upton, S, & Martinez, A. (Eds.). 
Latina/o/x Communication Studies: Theories, Methods, and Practice (pp. 137-159). 
Maryland: Lexington Books.   

 
Leon-Boys, D., & Kristensen, M. (2018). Race, Cyborgs, and the Pitfalls of Biopolitical  

Discourse in Black Mirror’s “Men Against Fire.” In A. Cirucci & B. Vackery (Eds.) 
Black Mirror and Critical Media Theory (pp. 3-14). Maryland: Lexington Books.  

 
Johnson, J. R., Gonzalez, M., Ray, C., Hager, J., Leon, D., Spalding, S., & Brigham, T.  

(2011). Daring Pedagogy: Dialoguing about Intersectionality and Social Justice.  
In S.M. Pliner & C.A. Banks (Eds.) Teaching, Learning, and Intersecting Identities in 
Higher Education (pp. 179-200). New York, NY: Peter Lang Publishers.  

 
Book Reviews 
 
Leon-Boys, D. (2021). Book Review of Quinceañera Style: Social Belonging and Latinx  

Consumer Identities, by Rachel V. González, Women’s Studies in Communication 
(WSIC), 44(3).  

 
Leon-Boys, D. (2020). America’s Favorite Doll?: Conflicting Discourses of Commodity  

Activism. Book Review of Playing With America’s Doll: A Cultural Analysis of the 
American Girl Collection, by Emilie Zaslow. Girlhood Studies: An Interdisciplinary 
Journal, 13(1). 138-142.  

 
Leon-Boys, D. (2019). Book Review of In Search of Belonging: Latinas, Media, and  

Citizenship, by Jillian M. Báez. Feministas Unidas, INC., 39(2). 
 
Works in Progress 
 
Leon-Boys, D. More Than a Telenovela: TelevisaUnivision and Spanish-language Through the 

Global Media Landscape. Book Manuscript in early stages of preparation. 
 
Leon-Boys, D. Rethinking Production Studies in the New Millennium: Communication,  

Race, and Audiences. Manuscript being prepared for Communication, Culture &Critique. 
 
Regutti, K. & Leon-Boys, D. “Woke Disney” Walking on a Tight Rope: A Cultural Studies  

Analysis of Disney’s Corporate Communication. Manuscript being prepared for 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies.  

 
Henson, B. & Leon-Boys, D. Spectacle Ethnography. Manuscript being prepared for  

Journal of Communication.  

https://www.latinxproject.nyu.edu/intervenxions/star-wars-
https://www.latinxproject.nyu.edu/intervenxions/star-wars-
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Podcasts 
 
Leon-Boys, D. (2024). “Elena, Princesa of the Periphery: Disney’s Flexible Latina Girl. A  

Conversation with Diana Leon-Boys.” New Books Network. 
 
Leon-Boys, D. (2024). “Diana Leon-Boys on Elena of Avalor, Disney, Transformational  

Flexibility, Spanish, and Theme Parks.” Cultural Studies Podcast by Toby Miller. 
 
Leon-Boys, D. (2021). Episode #30 “Diana Leon-Boys and managing academic transitions  

during COVID.” El Café Latinx Podcast, Northwestern University Latinx Digital  
Media. 
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Introduction to Latina/Latino Studies (LLS 100) Instructor of Record, Summer 
2019, Department of Latina of Latina/Latino Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 

    
Introduction to Media Studies (MACS 101) Instructor of Record, Spring 2019, 

  Media and Cinema Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2016-2019  Research Assistant, Prof. Angharad N. Valdivia  
  Project: The Gender of Latinidad book, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2018 Race, Gender, and the Body (LLS 387) Instructor of Record, Fall 2018, 
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Latinx Congratulatory Graduate Student Leadership Award, University of Illinois, 
 Urbana-Champaign 
 
2019-2020 Teacher Ranked as Excellent by their Students for Fall 2019, University of 

Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 
University of Illinois Institute of Communications Research Block Grant 
Fellowship (highly competitive one-year full fellowship awarded to outstanding 
doctoral students, approx. $20,000) University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL  

 
2019  Teacher Ranked as Excellent by their Students for Summer 2019, University of 
 Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 

Teacher Ranked as Excellent by their Students for Spring 2019, University of 
 Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2018 Teacher Ranked as Excellent by their Students (with outstanding instructor 

ratings) for Fall 2018, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL  
 
ICR Fall 2018 Conference Travel Award, University of Illinois, Urbana- 

  Champaign, IL ($400)  
 

ICR Student Summer Research Award, University of Illinois, Urbana- 
  Champaign, IL ($1,000) 
 
2015-2018  University of Illinois Distinguished Fellowship (highly competitive three-year full 

fellowship, $25,000/year), University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL  
 
2017  Lynne Blanton Student Travel Fund Award, University of Illinois, Urbana- 
  Champaign, IL ($500) 
 
2016  ICR Spring 2016 Conference Travel Award, University of Illinois, Urbana- 
  Champaign, IL ($450)  
 
2013  Outstanding Master’s Student Award, Department of Communication and 

Journalism, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM
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Latinidad Without a Home: Future Directions for an Ethnographic Analysis of Magic 
Kingdom’s Inclusion of Latinidad. Southern States Communication Association. St.  

 Petersburg. April 
 
2022 “Woke Disney” Walking on a Tight Rope: A Cultural Studies Analysis of Disney’s 

Corporate Communication. National Communication Association. New Orleans. 
November 

 
 Interrogating the Place of Latina Girls in the Media. National Communication 

Association. New Orleans. November 
 
Young Jane as Citizen-in-Transition: Analyzing Girlhood and Citizenship in Jane the 
Virgin. Console-ing Passions. Orlando. June 

 
2021 A Party for All: Analyzing the New Mediated Quinceañera, Gendered Nostalgia, and the 

(In)Visibility of Latinidad. Cultural Studies Association. Chicago/virtual. June 
 
2020 Crossroads, Opportunities, and Challenges in Latinx Media. National Communication 

Association. Indianapolis/virtual. November 
 
Disney’s Galaxy’s Edge: Race, Capital, and the Renegotiation of the Western Frontier  

 Narrative. Top Paper Panel for the Latino/Latina Communication Studies Division. 
National Communication Association. Indianapolis/virtual. November 
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2011 Graduate Student Representative for the Department of Communication and 

Journalism at the Graduate Professional Student Association, University of New 
 Mexico, Albuquerque 
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
Current:  

• National Communication Association  
• International Communication Association 
• Southern States Communication Association 
• Latina/o Studies Association 
• National Women’s Studies Association 
• NWSA Girls and Girls Studies Caucus 
• International Girls Studies Association 
• International Journal of Disney Studies 

 
Former:  

• Graduate Professional Student Association (University of New Mexico)  
• Raza Graduate Student Association (University of New Mexico) 
• Western States Communication Association 

 
MEDIA 
 
Interviewed and quoted by Cristina Escobar for Refinery29’s “Latine Teen Shows Keep 
Getting Canceled & It’s Hurting Young People” May 11, 2023.  
 
Interviewed and quoted by Cristina Escobar for POPSUGAR’s “Why it Matters that Latina 
Goths are Getting their Moment in ‘Wednesday’” November 23, 2022.  
 
Interviewed by Gisselle Lopez for a segment on Telemundo Tampa (49) on Women’s History 
Month in the Latinx Community. February 23, 2022.  
 
Interviewed and quoted by Jennifer G. Sullivan for Allure’s 

**


