
 

By signing and dating here the Principal Investigator/ or a designee certifies that the procedure for the 
safe use of sharps and disposal is accurate and effectively provides safe operating procedures for 
employees and students in this lab who will handle sharps. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature    Printed Name    Date 
 
 

I affirm that I have read and understand the procedure for the safe use of sharps and disposal and have 
undergone the EH&S Laboratory & Research training and any lab specific training. I acknowledge that a 





 
 
Precautions for the Disposal of Sharps  

• Ensure that appropriate sharps disposal containers are available in the immediate work 
area: The sharps disposal container must be labeled with a biohazard symbol. Sharps 
disposal containers must be rigid, leak and puncture proof, and sealable.  

• Needles and needle-syringe units, whether infectious or not, must be placed in the sharps 
disposal container. 

• Sharps disposal containers storing needles and syringes contaminated with biological 
materials cannot be placed in the normal trash.  

• Sharps disposal container must not be overfilled. This hazard should be reported to the 
lab manager or PI immediately upon notice. If the sharps container is overfilled, obtain a 
new container and use forceps or tongs to remove protruding devices and place them in 
the new container. Make sure the sharps container being used is large enough to 
accommodate the entire device. Notify EH&S for assistance in removing the hazard, if 
necessary.  

• Do not try to retrieve items from sharps disposal containers. 
• Never force materials into a sharps container. 
• Safety hazards identified with the sharps disposal container, i.e. needles protruding from 

the container, needles not freely falling into the container, must be immediately reported 
to the lab manager or PI. 

 
 


